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At Donovan CPAs, we know your business. Our talent-
ed team of advisors can provide valuable insights and 
industry background to help you grow your business 
and make your life easier. Donovan CPAs has offered 
financial-needs resources for over 40 years, so let us 
apply our industry-focused expertise and provide an 
informed perspective on the complex challenges  
facing you or your business. 

Whether you are seeking individual or business tax or 
financial services, we want to be your trusted partner 
– constantly looking out for your company’s or your 
family’s best interests. The Donovan CPAs Team adds 
value beyond the numbers. Our clients trust the work 
we do and rely on us to make sense of the numbers. 
 
This 2019-2020 Tax & Financial Planning Guide 
features tax-saving strategies for individuals, families 
and businesses. We also have included information 
about tax updates to help you better navigate the 
complex tax laws and position yourself or your  
company for the best possible tax advantage.   

Please call us with any questions or if you would  
like to schedule an appointment.

The Donovan Team
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ACT NOW
Early planning is key to making the most of your 

opportunities, especially considering the changing  
tax laws. We are here to help you reduce your current  
tax bill and plan for the future. Contact us when  
planning transactions and before year-end. We will keep 
you up-to-date.

Here are some ideas for  
succession planning:

l Gift stock to family members now so ownership 
 can be transferred without incurring unnecessary   
 transfer taxes.

l Employ a buy-sell agreement that values your 
 business for estate tax purposes. An effective 
 agreement provides estate tax liquidity and 
 provides your successors with the means to 
 acquire your stock.

l Create an employee stock ownership plan (ESOP)  
 and sell your stock to the plan. You can “roll over”  
 the sale proceeds into other investments tax 
 free, ownership can be transferred to your 
 employees over time, and your business can 
 obtain income tax deductions for the plan   
 contributions. 

l Take advantage of the estate tax installment   
 payment option. It allows you to pay the portion 
 of your estate tax attributable to inclusion of your 
 closely held business interest over a period of up 
 to 14 years. Artificially low interest rates apply 
 during the tax-deferral period. Other special rules 
 may apply.

Be advised that this information was not intended 
or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the 
purposes of avoiding tax-related penalties or for 
promoting, marketing, or recommending to another 
party any tax-related matters addressed herein. 
This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information 
and is distributed with the understanding that legal, tax, accounting, and financial 
planning issues have been checked with resources believed reliable. Some 
material may be affected by changes in law or in the interpretation of such laws. 
Do not use the information in this guide in place of personalized professional 
assistance. Copyright 2019.
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Tax Planning Guide

The Ever Changing World of Business & Technology

In less than a few decades, technology has changed the 
world to such a large extent that in many respects industries 
and businesses that were American staples are virtually 
unrecognizable or, even more striking, no longer in business. In 
their place is a vast and amazing array of new companies that 
rely exclusively on artificial intelligence, blockchain, and web 
technology. And while Gen X’ers and Millennials feel extremely 
relaxed navigating their way through apps and complicated 
software, Baby Boomers are far less happy as they frequently 
struggle to learn how to make their devices more user friendly 
and simple to use.  

In our current Tax Planning Guide we attempt to share how the 
juggernauts of technology and business have changed how 
society functions and interacts at work, at home, and at play. 
Companies like Facebook, Amazon, and Google have become 
absolutely essential to maintaining relationships, purchasing 
products and services, and searching for whatever we need or 
want. Playwright Paddy Chayefsky, in his 1976 film Network, 
had the character Jensen saying to Mr. Beale “…all necessities 
provided, all anxieties tranquilized, and all boredom amused.” 
And here we are over 40 years later in 2019 witnessing those 
very predictions. 

Business & Technology
Changing the Way We Live
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The Current Tax Climate
 
  fter the passing of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
 in December 2017 (TCJA), which was the 
most significant set of changes to the U.S. tax code 
in 30 years, 2019 is a relatively stable year for tax 
changes. The large majority of the TCJA changes 
went into effect for the 2018 tax year (for returns 
filed in the spring of 2019). As a recap, the TCJA 
legislation cut the top corporate tax rate to 21%, 
lowered the top marginal rate for individual tax 
payers to 37%, eliminated or scaled back several 
deductions, reduced taxes on business income 
earned by pass-through businesses, doubled the 
estate tax exemption, and enhanced immediate 
expensing of capital investments. Apart from  
these changes introduced in 2018, here are some 
2019 highlights:
  There continue to be seven tax brackets in 
2019, a change from five was made in 2018. For 
individuals the top tax rate of 37% applies to those 
with taxable income of $510,301 in 2019, up from 
$500,001 in 2018, and $612,351 in 2019, up from 
$600,001 in 2018. Standard deduction for heads of 
household will increase $350 to $18,350 in 2019. 
Estates will have an exemption of $11,400,000 in 
2019, up $220,000 from 2018.
 Starting in 2019, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
individual mandate is repealed. There will no longer 
be a penalty payment on individual taxpayers who 
do not have health insurance.
  In 2019, the maximum amount workers can 
contribute to their 401(k) rose $500 from 2018. 
The amount is $19,000 ($25,000 for workers over 
age 50 in 2019). IRA amounts rose $500 to $6,000 
($7,000 for those over age 50).
 Given the changing nature of tax law and the 
complexity of our tax rules, planning is essential. 
We can help keep you informed of legislative action 
that may affect your tax situation and develop tax-
efficient strategies for you.

A
l If you wish to make gifts of more than $1 million,  
 consider transferring funds in exchange for an  
 installment note. Proceeds from the note can be  
 distributed to the obligors at death and be sheltered  
 by the estate tax exemption. 
l	 If you are married, be sure to understand the  
 portability provision under the 2010 Tax Relief Act, 
 which was made permanent for 2013 and beyond by 
 the American Taxpayer Relief Act. It allows the estate 
 tax exemption to be transferred between spouses. 
 For estate planning purposes, this means that  
 husbands and wives do not have to split assets  
 between them, or be concerned about who holds  
 the title on various assets.  

 Yet, these changes to the estate tax do not eliminate 
 the need for planning. Wealthy taxpayers who  
 currently fall within the exemption limits may still 
 want to consider setting up a bypass trust. In addition, 
 couples with different sets of final beneficiaries, such 
 as children from previous marriages, may wish to set 
 up a bypass trust in order to clarify the beneficiaries 
 of their separate assets.

l In light of ever-changing tax laws, it is important to  
 review your estate conservation strategies. We can help  
 you develop appropriate strategies for your situation.

39

  • Transfer control according to your wishes.
  • Carry out the succession of your business in  
   an orderly fashion.
  • Minimize the tax liability for you and your heirs.
  • Provide economic well-being for you and your
   family when you retire.

SUCCESSION PLANNING
 If you have spent the greater part of your life building 
a profitable business, implement a business succession 
plan. At a minimum, a good plan can help you 
accomplish the following: 

 Set up a trust to own life insurance so that the value of 
 the policy can be excluded from your taxable estate. 

More Tax-Saving Strategies



Tax Strategies for  
Individuals and Families
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2019 INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RATES*
Regular Tax — Married, Filing Jointly or 
Surviving Spouse
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 19,400  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 19,401 – $ 78,950 $ 1,940 + 12% $ 19,400 
$ 78,951 – $ 168,400 $ 9,086 + 22% $ 78,950
$ 168,401 – $ 321,450 $ 28,765 + 24% $ 168,400
$ 321,451 – $ 408,200 $ 65,497 + 32% $ 321,400
$ 408,201 – $ 612,350 $ 93,257 + 35% $ 408,200 
$ 612,351 and above  $ 164,710 + 37% $ 612,350

Married, Filing Separately 
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 9,700  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 9,701  – $ 39,475 $ 970 + 12% $ 9,700 
$ 39,476  – $ 84,200 $ 4,543 + 22% $ 39,475
$ 84,201  – $ 160,725 $ 14,383 + 24% $ 84,200
$ 160,726  – $ 204,100 $ 32,749 + 32% $ 160,725
$ 204,101 –  $ 306,175 $ 46,629 + 35% $ 204,100 
$ 306,176 and above  $ 82,355 + 37% $ 306,175

Single
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 9,700  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 9,701  – $ 39,475 $ 970 + 12% $ 9,700 
$ 39,476  – $ 84,200 $ 4,543 + 22% $ 39,475
$ 84,201  – $ 160,725 $ 14,383 + 24% $ 84,200
$ 160,726  – $ 204,100 $ 32,749 + 32% $ 160,725
$ 204,101 –  $ 510,300 $ 46,629 + 35% $ 204,100 
$ 510,301 and above  $ 153,799 + 37% $ 510,300

Head of Household
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 13,850  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 13,851  – $ 52,850 $ 1,385 + 12% $ 13,850 
$ 52,851  – $ 84,200 $ 6,065 + 22% $ 52,850
$ 84,201 – $ 160,700 $ 12,962 + 24% $ 84,200
$ 160,701  – $ 204,100 $ 31,322 + 32% $ 160,700
$ 204,101 – $ 510,300 $ 45,210 + 35% $ 204,100 
$ 510,301 and above  $ 152,380 + 37% $ 510,300

2019 Qualified Dividend Income 15%* (0% for lower tax brackets)
*Individuals in the top tax bracket will pay 23.8% (20% plus a 3.8% Medicare surtax).
Note: Tax amounts have been rounded up to nearest dollar.

BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS
Your provisions in a will do not necessarily supercede 

or trump the beneficiary designations you make in trust 
agreements, insurance policies, bonds, bank accounts and 
retirement and profit-sharing plans, which can represent 
most of an estate. These may trump a will, so keep them 
up to date. Better yet, make sure your will and such 
designations agree. Don’t name your child as beneficiary  
if your spouse will need the money. These are critical issues 
to keep in mind.

Gifting Benefits

  • Post-gift appreciation escapes the estate tax. 

  • To the extent of the $15,000/$30,000 per donee, 
  per year annual exclusion, no transfer tax is  
  ever imposed. 
 • Gift tax paid reduces your taxable estate.  
  (Limited exceptions apply.)
 • Income or appreciation is taxed to lower tax 
  bracket donees.   

ESTATE PLANNING STRATEGIES
l “Gifting” is a great way to gradually transfer your estate  
 and ultimately minimize your estate tax burden. Each  
 year, you may make gifts of $15,000 to as many   
 recipients as you wish, tax free. If you and your spouse  
 “split” gifts, then as much as $30,000 may be given to  
 an unlimited number of recipients tax free.

l If you own stock temporarily depressed in value but 
 with high appreciation potential, consider giving it  
 to your children now. The gift tax impact (determined  
 by the fair market value on the date of gift) may be  
 reduced. When the stock price recovers, you can 
 enjoy a second benefit—the increase in value does  
 not increase your estate tax base. 
l If you would like to make a gift to a grand child  
 (or anyone else) and not be limited by the annual 
 exclusion amount, you can make a direct payment  
 to the providers for education (tuition only) and 
 medical expenses. Gifts of this nature do not count 
 toward the annual limit. You can also exclude gifts 
 of tuition or medical payments made now for future 
 services.
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Here are the tax rates and income brackets for 2019:



GETTING STARTED
 The trick to effective tax planning is taking advantage 
of the tax breaks that fit your particular situation. In order 
to maximize your savings and minimize your taxes, start 
by planning for both the short and long term. Here are 
some tips for making the most of your opportunities:

Changes to Exemptions — In 2018, the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act eliminated the deduction for personal 
and dependent exemptions. The new tax law almost 
doubled the previous standard deduction amounts 
and indexed them for inflation. In 2019, the standard 
deduction amounts increased to $12,200 for individuals, 
$24,400 for married filing jointly, and $18,350 for heads 
of households. These changes expire at the end of 2025 
unless Congress takes further action.

Plan around the Kiddie Tax — The Kiddie 
Tax was introduced years ago as a disincentive to parents 
and grandparents in high tax brackets to avoid taxes by 
shifting investments to children in lower tax brackets. 
Currently, unearned income over $2,200 for children 
under age 18 (age 19 if the child does not provide more 
than one half his/her own support or age 24 for full-time 
students) is taxed at the rates that apply to trusts and 
estates, not the parents’ top rates as it has in years past. 
The rates in 2019 are:
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Watch for Changes in Estate Tax Laws — 
The estate planning landscape has been marked by 

change and uncertainty in recent years. In 2019, there is 
a top tax rate of 40% and an exemption amount of $11.4 
million, or $22.8 million for married couples. 

It is easy to misjudge the size of your Federally taxable 
estate. It includes home equity, retirement accounts, foreign 
assets, and proceeds from life insurance. Many of your 
assets could pass outside your will through IRAs, qualified 
plans, and insurance proceeds, so a precise designation of 
beneficiaries is a crucial planning issue.

Early preparation is key to developing appropriate 
strategies to minimize potential estate taxes and ultimately 
maximize the amount transferred to your heirs. The  
estate tax exemption allows you to transfer $11.4 million 
to your children or other heirs tax free at death. (Bear in 
mind that an unlimited amount may be passed tax free 
to a spouse.) If you are married and your combined assets 
(including life insurance) surpasses $22.8 million, consider 
implementing advanced planning tools, such as trusts, to 
help minimize taxes.

Estate and Gift Tax Exemptions
Year       Estate Tax Exemption       Gift Tax Exemption
2018            $11,180,000                      $11,180,000
2019            $11,400,000                      $11,400,000

You may also want to consider a gifting strategy to 
gradually transfer assets to loved ones. However, it’s  
important to consider gift taxes. Under the 2010 Tax 
Relief Act, starting in 2011, the Federal gift tax was  
reunified with the estate tax. In 2019, there is a top  
tax rate of 40% and an exemption of $11.4 million.  
A gifting program can play a valuable role in your  
estate plan.

TRUSTS
Trusts have many features and variations: e.g., they can 

be established before or after you die. Trusts often used in 
estate planning include: living trusts, by-pass trusts, child 
trusts, QTIPS, and “wealth-replacement trusts.” Discuss 
with your advisor which option might be right for you.

37

2019 Kiddie Tax Rates
            Up to $2,550 10%
 $2,551—$9,150 24%
 $9,151—$12,500 35%
 over $12,501 37%
 

Originally launched as AuctionWeb by 28-year-old programmer, 
Pierre Omidyar, Ebay would go on to change the way millions 
bid, buy and sell online. Today the site boasts 25 million  
sellers, 180 million active buyers, and 1.2 billion listings.
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Original law applied the kiddie tax to children under age 
14. This permitted children 14 and older to file their own 
returns, allowing their taxable investment income, such 
as dividends and interest, to be taxed at rates most likely 
lower than their parents’ top rates. 

Even with the bump up in age, there are steps you can 
take to plan around the kiddie tax. Consider shifting your 
children’s investments to tax-free securities, low-dividend 
growth stocks, or low-turnover mutual funds. A trust may 
also be an option. Be sure to consult your legal professional 
for specific guidance.

Medical Expenses — In general medical expenses 
exceeding 10%-of-AGI are deductible. 

Health Insurance — The Patient Protection  
Act, as amended by the Reconciliation Act, has brought  
a number of changes to the health insurance landscape 
in recent years. Since 2014, all uninsured U.S. citizens 
and legal residents were required to obtain health care 
coverage or pay a tax penalty. Qualifying coverage could 
be provided through employers or purchased through an 
insurance exchange. Federal coverage such as Medicare 
or Medicaid also qualified. Also, subsidies were provided 
on a sliding scale to individuals with lower to mid-level 
incomes. The subsidies were provided in the form of tax 
credits contingent upon one’s household income and the 
number of people in the household. However, starting 
in 2019, with the passing of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 

 f it has been a while since you dusted off your  
estate plan, now is the time to do so. Failing to 

plan your estate may increase your potential tax  
liability; it also forces the state courts to split up  
your assets, assign guardians for your children, and 
dictate all other details in handling your estate.  
Your involvement now is essential to your loved  
ones’ futures.

 With an Without an  
 Estate Plan Estate Plan
Your Assets You decide who Inheritance is   
 gets what determined by
  state law
Your Children You choose  The court   
 the guardian appoints
  a guardian
Your Inheritance You decide how Terms and   
 and when timing are set 
	 beneficiaries	 by	law 
 receive their  
 inheritance
Your Business You decide  Forced sale    
 how the family   or liquidation  
 business is to  may cause   
	 continue		 financial	loss
  and family
  hardship
Your Executor You decide who  The court  
 will manage  appoints
 your estate an executor
Your Final  You can reduce  Costs may   
Expenses estate settlement  add up     
 costs due to 
  administrative
  expenses and 
  unnecessary
  taxes 

Estate Planning

Benefits of Estate Planning
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FIRST IN FLIGHT

Founded by Jeff Bezos in 1994, Amazon began as an online 
retailer of books and went on to sell just about everything.
Bezo’s customer-centric business model earned him Time 
Magazine’s Person of the Year in 1999, and dubbed him the 
“king of cybercommerce”. Although the company went public  
in 1997, it had yet to turn a profit, which did not happen  
until 2001. Fast forward to the last quarter of 2017, when  
the company reported 1.86 billion dollars of income. 



46

in December 2017, the individual mandate that requires 
all Americans under 65 to have health insurance or pay 
an annual penalty, is repealed. Americans without health 
coverage in 2019 will not be subject to a tax penalty.

To help raise revenue, a Hospital Insurance tax rate 
of 0.9% will be assessed on earned income in excess of 
$200,000 for individuals and $250,000 for married 
couples filing jointly, as well as a 3.8% Medicare 
contributions tax on the lesser of net investment 
income or the excess of modified adjusted gross income 
(MAGI) over the same threshold amounts. Some trusts 
and estates will also be liable to pay this 3.8% tax. For 
tax years beginning after December 31, 2021, a 40% 
nondeductible excise tax will be imposed on high-cost,  
or “Cadillac,” health insurance plans.

TAX CREDITS & DEDUCTIONS
 Take advantage of every tax credit and deduction 
available to you. Credits, in particular, are valuable 
because they provide a dollar-for-dollar reduction of  
your tax bill.

Child Tax Credit — One of the most popular 
credits is the child tax credit, which is worth up to $2,000 
for each qualifying child under the age of 17 and up to 
$1,400 can be refundable. However, income limits apply; 
phase-outs start at $200,000 for single filers and $400,000 
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sponsoring employer’s traditional 401(k) plan to 
designate all or part of their elective salary deferrals to 
a Roth account. Although contributions are made with 
after-tax dollars (unlike traditional 401(k) contributions), 
earnings are tax free, provided you have held the account 
for five tax years and are at least 59½ years old.

Participants in traditional 401(k), 403(b), and 457(b) 
plans are permitted to roll over funds into Roth accounts 
within their plans, if available. Because contributions to 
traditional 401(k)s are made on a pre-tax basis, any funds 
transferred from traditional to Roth 401(k) accounts are 
taxed in the year of conversion.

2019 Contribution Limits
        Additional 
     Regular        Age 50     Maximum
401(k)s $19,000 $6,000 $25,000
IRAs $6,000 $1,000 $7,000

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS
 Generally, Social Security benefits are not taxed if 
they are the only income source for the year. If you have 
earned income or large investment income, up to 85% 
of benefits may be taxable depending on the amount of 
income and your filing status. Tax-exempt income also 
figures into the calculation of the taxability of benefits.

There is an earnings test for Social Security benefits for 
those under full retirement age: a charge of $1 for every 
$2 that income exceeds $17,640 in 2019. The test applies 
to each person, not to couples. In the year you reach your 
full retirement age, the charge is $1 for every $3 that your 
income exceeds $46,920 (until the month you reach full 
retirement age).

OTHER RETIREMENT 
CONSIDERATIONS

Federal taxation is uniform across the country but not 
so for state taxation. If you’re deciding where to live in 
retirement, consider the tax implications of a move. Take 
into account the state income tax rate, state taxation of 
retirement benefits and Social Security, state and local 
property taxes, state estate taxes, and state sales tax. These 
can vary widely from state to state and could have a 
measurable impact on retirees’ finances.

35

Childhood friends Bill Gates and Paul Allen founded MicroSoft  
in 1975, after both dropped out of college. MicroSoft’s first 
major success was the operating system MS-DOS (1981), 
followed by the Windows operating system (1983). By 1986, 
Microsoft went public, making CEO Gates a billionaire at 31. 
In 2019, MicroSoft became the 3rd U.S. public company to 
be valued at over $1 trillion, following Apple and Amazon 
in 2018. Since 1994, Gates has donated an estimated 45.5 
billion dollars, changing lives worldwide.

MicroSoft
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for joint filers. Other family-related tax credits include the 
adoption credit, the dependent care credit, and education 
credits. 

ITEMIZED DEDUCTIONS
 Under the recent tax law, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017, the standard deduction nearly doubled for taxpayers 
and many itemized deductions previously offered were 
cut, making itemizing less likely for large numbers of 
Americans. In 2019, the standard deduction amounts 
increased to $12,200 for individuals, $24,400 for married 
filing jointly, and $18,350 for heads of households.  
Under prior law, you itemized your deductions when the 
total of your allowable deductions exceeded the standard 
deduction for your filing status. To lower current tax bills, 
many taxpayers may still benefit from deferring income 
and accelerating deductions, when possible. Let’s take a 
look at some tax-saving deduction ideas.

Bunch Deductions — Try “bunching” your  
expenses to ensure that you exceed the deduction  
“floor.” Bunching two years’ worth of expenses into one 
year enables you to increase your total deductions over 
the two-year period and avoid losing the tax benefit from 
your deductions. However, remember that the AMT may 
apply if you have numerous deductions.

Pay Estimated State Tax Early — You can 
gain a larger Federal deduction in 2019 if you pay your 
state 4th quarter estimated tax payment by December 31 
and the AMT does not apply. If you are subject to the 
AMT, early payment will not be of benefit.

Donate Appreciated Property — If you 
donate appreciated capital gain property to charity, your 
deduction amount is generally equivalent to the value 
of the property, rather than its cost if the organization 
uses the property to further its exempt purpose. You 
are never taxed on the amount of appreciation. For 
most property donations, an annual deduction limit 
of 30% of AGI applies. (The deduction for charitable 
contributions is limited to 60% of your AGI.) 
 It is important to note that, for all charitable 
donations, you must obtain a bank record or written 
acknowledgment from the recipient charity that specifies 

Note: The hypothetical examples are for illustrative purposes only. They 
are not intended to reflect an actual security’s performance. Investments 
involve risk and may result in a profit or a loss. Seeking higher rates of 
return involves higher risks.

401(k) PLANS
 401(k) plans are qualified retirement plans offered 

by thousands of employers. As a participating employee, 
you can contribute the maximum dollar amount allowed 
by law ($19,000 in 2019) or a maximum percentage of 
salary, as defined by the plan. Those age 50 or older can 
contribute an additional $6,000. You do not pay taxes on 
your contributions until you receive money from the plan, 
which is usually when you retire and may be paying taxes 
at a lower rate.

401(k) and Roth 401(k) Plans are excellent tax-
saving vehicles, especially if your employer matches your 
contributions because the matches are not income to you. 
No unrealized losses, even on after-tax contributions, are 
deductible. Know the rules of your 401(k). Many who 
leave their jobs take a cash distribution from their  
401(k)s rather than rolling the funds over. This can be 
a serious mistake. When leaving an employer it’s usually 
best to roll the 401(k) into a new employer’s plan or roll 
it into your own IRA.

If you roll over a lump-sum distribution to an IRA 
within 60 days, tax is deferred; if you do not, Federal, state 
and local taxes are due on the entire amount withdrawn, 
and possibly a 10% early-withdrawal penalty. There may 
be an exception to the 60-day rule in cases of hardship.

ROTH 401(k)s
 The Roth 401(k) combines the features of traditional 
401(k)s and Roth IRAs. It allows participants in a 
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Founded in 1998 by Stanford students Larry Page and Sergey 
Brin, the name originated from a misspelling of googol, which 
is the term 10100 (1 followed by 100 zeros), promoting the 
idea that the search engine yields very significant amounts 
of information. Google’s offshoot technologies are equally 
vast, and include Google Chrome, Google Docs, Google Maps, 
Google Earth, and Google Home voice assistant.



the amount and date of contribution, as well as the  
name of the charity. For property, the acknowledgment 
must describe the gift and indicate an estimated 
valuation. Be aware that special rules may apply if you 
donate an automobile to charity. You’ll need an appraisal  
if you claim a deduction of more than $500 for items not 
in good condition or $5,000 for items in good or better 
condition. 

Casualty Losses — The floor for casualty losses 
on personal assets in regions not declared disaster areas is 
repealed under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (prior 
law floor was $100 and the balance above $100 was 
deductible to the extent it exceeded 10% of AGI). For 
tax years 2018 through 2025, the personal casualty and 
theft loss deduction is only available for casualty losses 
incurred in a Federally declared disaster. If a taxpayer 
suffers a casualty loss under the new law, they will be 
able to claim an itemized deduction, subject to the $100 
floor per casualty and 10% of AGI. Gain on insurance 
proceeds for personal property lost in a declared disaster 
is not taxed. You can take a 2019 declared-disaster loss on 
your 2019 or (amended) 2018 return. Your advisor can 
help you determine which year is better for you.

Insurance reimbursements for living expenses are 
taxable to the extent they exceed actual expenses in the 
year the owner receives the funds or moves back into the 
house, whichever is later.

Compensation — Severance pay is fully taxable 
and severance paid to employees laid off as part of 
a reduction in workforce is subject to payroll taxes. 
Outplacement services are no longer a tax-free benefit 
under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 because 
miscellaneous deductions which exceed 2% of your AGI 
are eliminated from 2018-2025, and this includes job 
search expenses. State unemployment benefits continue 
to be taxable. You can convert compensation to a tax-
advantaged form, such as no-extra-cost-to-the-employer 
services, working condition fringe benefits, employee 
discounts, or de minimus fringe benefits. Some types 
of noncash compensation are taxable—e.g., employer 
provided automobile for personal use or employer aid 
for education not directly job-related or job-required. 
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 When you take traditional IRA distributions, certain 
rules apply. Distributions before the age of 59½ may be 
subject to a 10% Federal income tax penalty in addition 
to the income tax that will be due. There are exceptions. 
For example, if you tap your IRA early to pay for qualified 
higher education expenses or to fund up to $10,000 of 
your first home, the 10% penalty does not apply.

ROTH IRAs
 Roth IRA contributions are made with after-tax 

money and, therefore, are not deductible, but qualified 
distributions are tax free, provided you have held the 
account for five years and are at least 59½ years old. Roth 
IRAs may be a good fit if you are fairly young, expect to 
be in a similar tax bracket when you retire, or are concerned 
about cash flow during retirement. Income limits may apply.

In 2010, the adjusted gross income (AGI) ceiling on 
converting traditional IRAs to Roth IRAs was eliminated, 
allowing more taxpayers to take advantage of the Roth 
IRA through direct contributions or conversions. When 
converting, the distribution from your traditional IRA 
is taxed, but you are generally not penalized for the early 
withdrawal.

The greatest benefits of Roth IRAs may be in 
transferring wealth to heirs. A Roth IRA is not subject 
to minimum withdrawals (or a ban on contributions) at 
age 70½ and may provide far more to a beneficiary than 
other plans. Assets in the account for five years can pass 
to heirs without current income tax. Non-spousal heirs 
who inherit a Roth IRA may have to take minimum 
distributions but can stretch them out over a lifetime, 
during which the IRA is enjoying tax-free growth.

IRAs for Children Make Tax Sense — If your 
child has earned income from outside the household, 
consider contributing it to an IRA. Suppose your son 
saves $800 from lawn mowing when he is 15-years-old 
and invests in a Roth IRA. If he makes no additional 
contributions and the funds grow at 8% annually, he 
may have more than $37,000 at age 65. Or, suppose your 
daughter opens a Roth IRA with $2,000 when she is 
15-years-old, and then she contributes $2,000 annually 
for the next 10 years. The estimated value of her tax-
free fund balance at age 65 will exceed $700,000, if the 
annual growth rate is 8%. 

33



Also, stock options: the difference between the stock’s fair 
market value and the option price is “income” when the 
option is exercised, but a special rule delays the tax on 
incentive stock options (ISOs) until the stock is sold or 
exchanged.

Changes to Investment Interest  
Expense — If you have capital gains or dividend 
income, you may want to calculate the breakeven point 
to optimize both the lower capital gain and dividend tax 
rates. Under the recent tax law changes, you can no longer 
deduct ordinary and necessary investment expenses as 
miscellaneous itemized deductions subject to the 2% floor.

Understand the Tax Aspects of Divorce — 

l Under the recent tax law changes, many taxpayers  
 lose the benefit of deducting legal fees for divorce as 
 itemized deductions due to new limitations.
l The Tax Cuts and  Jobs Act of 2017 eliminated 
 deductions for alimony payments required by divorce 
 agreements executed after December 31, 2018. 
 Recipients of affected alimony payments will no  
 longer have to include them in taxable income.
l	 During property settlement negotiations, consider  
 the potential tax liability associated with an asset.  
 Two assets may have the same current value but very  
 different tax costs. If you sell property with a low   
 tax basis, tax on the gain may reduce the available 
 proceeds. Remember that assets are not necessarily  
 “equal” for tax purposes, even if they have the  
 same value.

9

We can help you evaluate your retirement plan 
options, as well as advise you on how tax reform may 
impact plans you currently have in place.

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT
ACCOUNTS (IRAs)

IRAs remain an attractive option for retirement 
savings. You can contribute up to $6,000 to an IRA or 
combination of IRAs in 2019. If you are age 50 or older, 
you can contribute an additional $1,000. Earnings grow 
tax deferred, and contributions to a traditional IRA may 
be deductible.

If neither you nor your spouse is covered by a qualified 
employer-sponsored plan, you can contribute to an IRA 
and jointly exclude from current tax up to $12,000 (or 
$14,000 if both are age 50 or older) of current income, 
even if one spouse does not work. (Spouses cannot 
contribute more than their combined earned incomes.)

If either spouse participates in a qualified employer-
sponsored plan, contribution deductibility is subject to 
MAGI limits (see chart above).

Traditional IRAs must be set up by April 15 to get a 
deduction for the previous year and contributions are  
due by then as well.
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 Is My IRA Contribution Deductible?
Plan at 
Work

Neither you  
nor your  
spouse is  
covered

You 
are 
covered

Filing 
Status

2019  
MAGI

IRA Deduction

Single and Head  
of Household

Married,  
Filing Jointly

Single and Head  
of Household

Married, 
Filing Jointly

You are not  
covered  
but your  
spouse is

Married,  
Filing Jointly

No Limits

No Limits

$64,000 or less 
$64,000–$74,000 
$74,000 or more
$103,000 or less  
$103,000–$123,000 
$123,000 or more 
 

$193,000 or less 
$193,000–203,000 
$203,000 or more

Full

Full

Full 
Partial 
None
Full 
Partial 
None 

Full 
Partial 
None

Special rules applyMarried, 
Filing Single
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S Around for little more than a decade yet garnering over 1 billion 
users, the smartphone is inarguably the communication game-
changer of the 21st century. As Apple and Samsung jockey for 
product market share, Verizon and AT&T battle it out in the 
service provider arena. Popular with everyone from middle 
schoolers to grandparents, the mobile ability to email, text, call, 
shop, travel, photograph, and more has created a paradigm shift 
between the physical and virtual worlds. Many of us are so 
dependent on these devices that psychologists have coined the 
term “nomophobia”,  a fear of being without your phone.

Smartphones



Claim All Available  
Home-Related Deductions — 
l Under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, from 
 2018 through 2025, miscellaneous “itemized”   
 deductions subject to the 2% floor for employees of 
 companies who work from home are suspended.  
 Taxpayers will not be able to deduct home office 
 expenses during this period. If you are self-employed, 
 you can still make the deductions against your income 
 if you meet certain requirements.

l You may be able to deduct interest on a loan for a 
 second home, provided your primary and secondary 
 mortgages total less than $750,000. The Tax Cuts 
 and Jobs Act of 2017 suspends from 2018 through  
 2025 the deduction for interest paid on home equity 
 loans and lines of credit, unless they are used to buy, 
 build or substantially improve the taxpayer’s home that 
 secures the loan.

l If you rent out a second home, you must use it 
 personally for more than 14 days, or more than 10% 
 of the rental days (whichever is greater), for it to 
 qualify as a personal residence. In addition to mortgage 
 interest, you may be able to deduct property taxes 
 and prorated monthly portions of your points paid over 
 the life of the loan. If your second home qualifies as a 
 personal residence and you rent the home out for more 
 than 14 days a year, you can also deduct the appropriate 
 portion of upkeep, insurance, utility, and similar costs  
 against rental income.
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 he trend continues to shift toward providing   
for one’s own retirement so saving for 

retirement should be an essential part of your 
financial plan. Contributions to retirement plans 
can offer two large tax benefits: 1) they potentially 
reduce your AGI and current income tax, and 2) 
they can grow faster than your other assets because 
they’re sheltered from tax until withdrawn. Take 
advantage of your employer’s plan especially if it 
features an employer match or you can make catch-
up contributions. Don’t contribute to a Roth or 
traditional IRA at the expense of an employer match.

There is a “saver’s credit” on the first $2,000 
contributed to retirement plans for low- and moderate-
income taxpayers (see chart below). Taxpayers who are 
younger than 18 years, full-time students, or can be 
claimed as a dependent on another’s return cannot take 
the credit. The credit is trimmed if the taxpayer took 
a payout from a plan or IRA the same year or the two 
previous years. Maximum credit: $2,000 for Married 
Filing Jointly; $1,000 for Single and all others.

Retirement Strategies
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When contributions to traditional IRAs and retire- 
ment plans reduce your AGI, they can potentially 
increase other tax benefits through the deductions and 
credits tied to AGI. Additionally, retirement accounts 
don’t figure in tuition assistance formulas that colleges 
use to compute eligibility for aid.

Traditional IRAs and 401(k) plans are good for 
those who will retire fairly soon, expect their tax 
rate to fall in retirement, or cannot make current 
contributions without plans, because they provide 
potentially bigger long-term tax breaks.
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2019 Saver’s Credit 

on	first	$2,000	contributed	to	retirement	plans
Amount 
of Credit

50%

MFJ 
(AGI)

HH 
(AGI)

Single & 
Others (AGI)

$0–$38,500 $0–$28,875 $0–$19,250

20% $38,501– 
$41,500

10% $41,501– 
$64,000

$28,876– 
$31,125
$31,126– 
$48,000

$19,251– 
$20,750
$20,751– 
$32,000

With over 148 million subscribers worldwide, it is safe 
to say Netflix has changed the way many of us spend 
a Saturday night. Founded by Reed Hastings and Marc 
Randolf in 1997 as a web based business model for DVD 
sales and rentals, it expanded into streaming media in 
2007 and into the international market in 2010. Since 
then, its original content has attracted an ever-growing 
audience and has received numerous industry awards.



More Tax-Saving Strategies

4 Lower your taxable income by shifting income to   
 other family members. 
4 Consider your plans for the near future. How could 
 marriage, divorce, a new child, retirement, or other 
 events affect your year-end tax planning?
4 Take maximum advantage of your employer’s   
 Section 125 cafeteria plan, 401(k) plan, health 
 savings account (HSA), and health reimbursement  
 arrangement (HRA).
4 Determine which type of IRA is best for you. Make 
 your contribution before the due date of your tax 
 return to obtain a current year deduction.
4 Be mindful of distributions from your IRAs. Before  
 age 59½, withdrawals are generally penalized. At   
 age 70½, you are required to withdraw certain   
 minimum amounts. Your withdrawal amount is  
 generally based on your projected life expectancy 
 and your IRA balance.

BEWARE OF THE AMT
The alternative minimum tax (AMT) was originally 

created to prevent people with high incomes from paying 
little or no tax. Think of it as a separate tax system with 
its own set of rates and rules for deductions that tend to 
be less generous than the regular tax rules. If you have 
numerous exemptions and deductions, you may  
be subject to the AMT. 

Under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, the AMT 
was retained with some modifications through 2025. 
Under the AMT, individuals are taxed at rates of 26% 
and 28% on the amount of taxable income above the 
exemption amounts. In 2019, the exemption amounts 
are $71,700 for single filers, $111,700 for married 
couples filing jointly, and $55,850 for married couples 
filing separately. The phase-out thresholds are raised to 
$1,020,600 million for joint filers and $510,300 for other 
filers. The exemption and threshold amounts are indexed 
to inflation. If you think you may be subject to the AMT, 
it is important to take steps now to reduce expenses and 
plan ahead for next year’s tax return.

11

Go into Business with Your Kids —  
Children may be partners in partnerships or shareholders 
in S corporations, which may reduce the overall family  
tax burden in certain situations.

Deduct Business Losses  —
l Net operating losses (NOLs) are generated when a  
 company’s deductions for the tax year are more than  
 its income. Under old tax law, NOLs could be 
 carried back 2 years to obtain a refund and then 
 carried forward for up to 20 years, or you could 
 elect out of the carryback. Under the Tax Cuts and 
 Jobs Act of 2017, carrybacks of NOLs are no longer 
 allowed, but an indefinite carryforward of NOLs is 
 allowed. The new law also sets a limit on the amount 
 of NOLs that a company can deduct in a year equal 
 to the lesser of the available NOL carryover or 80% of 
 a taxpayer’s pre-NOL deduction taxable income.

l Corporate capital losses are currently deductible, but  
 only to the extent of capital gains. A three-year 
 carryback and a five-year carryforward period apply.

l If your business is not incorporated or operates as an  
 S corporation, partnership, or LLC, you may deduct 
 business losses on your personal tax return. However,  
 NOL deductions may be limited by at-risk or passive  
 activity loss rules.

l Bad business debts are deductible in full or in part as
 ordinary losses when good faith collection efforts
 fail. Inventory losses, casualty and theft losses (to the  
 extent they are not covered by insurance), and losses
 on the sale of business assets may also be deductible.

4 To the extent possible, shift income into next year.
4 Set	up	a	nonqualified	deferred	compensation	plan			
 for your highest paid employees.
4 Consider	a	compensation	and	benefit	study	to	see 
 what makes sense for your company from a tax 
 perspective.

More Tax-Saving Strategies
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Retirement Strategies



   avorable tax breaks can help you optimize your  
  education savings. However, some benefits cannot 

be combined. Let’s explore your options.

Education Strategies
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l You may deduct expenses for an automobile you own in  
 one of two ways: either record and deduct your actual  
 expenses, including depreciation, or record your mileage  
 and deduct a standard amount per mile of travel, plus  
 parking and toll fees. 

l Since annual depreciation limits apply to newly acquired  
 automobiles, some business owners consider leasing.

Be Aware of Inventory Issues —
l Under the recent law changes, many businesses 
 with $25 million or less in gross receipts can now use 
 the cash method of accounting and not be required to 
 account for inventory. Our qualified tax professionals, 
 can help you determine if you qualify.

l In times of rising prices, using the LIFO (last-in,   
 first-out) inventory identification method can lower
 income tax. It increases your cost of goods sold  
 (thereby reducing your taxable income) by assuming
 that the higher priced inventory units you most 
 recently purchased were the ones actually sold. 

l In times of falling prices, the FIFO (first-in,  
 first-out) inventory identification method may  
 provide larger tax savings. It assumes the higher  
 priced inventory units you purchased first are the  
 ones you have sold.

l Inventory methods can be changed. We can help you 
 decide what is most advantageous and advise you on 
 the procedure for changing methods.

l Corporations with excess inventory may donate that 
 property to charitable organizations and receive a tax 
 deduction. You may deduct the cost of the goods and  
 half of the lost profit (not to exceed twice the cost).

Put Your Kids to Work—Your child’s wages are 
fully deductible as a business expense. If you are a sole 
proprietor, or you and your spouse are the only owners  
of an entity taxed as a partnership, you do not have to 
pay FICA on those wages if the child is underage 18,  
nor do you have to pay unemployment insurance if the 
child is under age 21. Your child’s wages may be subject 
to a lower tax rate than if you were to retain the money  
as business earnings.

29

Coverdell Education Savings 
Accounts (ESAs) — ESAs continue  
to provide a helping hand to those saving  
for education. Each year, you can contribute  
up to $2,000 to an ESA. Earnings grow tax  
deferred, and the funds can be used tax free  
for elementary and secondary education expenses, 
as well as for higher education costs. Contributions 
phase out for joint filers with AGIs between 
$190,000 and $220,000, and for single filers 
with AGIs between $95,000 and $110,000. Age 
restrictions apply. Contributions can be made for 
a beneficiary age 18 or younger, and distributions 
must be taken by age 30. These limits may be waived 
for students with special needs. Furthermore, ESA 
contributions for the current tax year can be made as 
late as the April filing deadline in the following year.
 
Education Credits — If you are currently 
paying higher education expenses, two Federal 
tax credits may help lessen your tax bill: the Hope 
Scholarship Credit (American Opportunity Tax 
Credit) and the Lifetime Learning Credit. For the 
Hope Scholarship Credit, the maximum credit 
amount is $2,500 for 2019. The credit is available 
for all four years of college and can be used to cover 
the cost of course materials. Income phase-out 
levels for the credit begin at $160,000 of modified 
AGI for joint filers and $80,000 of modified AGI 
for single filers in 2019. In addition, 40% of the 
credit is refundable, which could enable lower-
income taxpayers to get money back from the IRS. 
The Lifetime Learning Credit, which applies to 



undergraduate study, as well as graduate and professional 
education, could be worth up to $2,000. For 2019, eligibility 
begins phasing out for joint filers with modified AGI of 
$116,000 ($58,000 for single filers). If a student qualifies 
for both credits in the same year, you may claim either 
credit, but not both. 

Other Education Related Tax Benefits —
•	 Student	Loan	Interest	Deduction–up	to	$2,500. 
 This is an “above-the-line” deduction. Phaseout 
 begins: Single $70,000; Married Filing Jointly  
 $140,000.
•	 Employer	Tuition	Assistance–up	to	$5,250	 
 excluded from income.

529 Plans — These qualified tuition programs, offered  
as prepaid tuition plans or college savings plans, are  
valuable tools to help you finance your child’s education. The 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 expanded the types of expenses 
a 529 plan can be used to pay. In 2019, up to $10,000 per 
year can be used for qualified K-12 elementary and secondary 
school tuition for public, private, and religious school can be 
paid for out of a 529. Taxpayers can also rollover amounts 
from 529 plans into ABLE accounts. Prepaid tuition programs 
allow you to lock in today’s tuition rates at participating private 
and public colleges and universities. College savings plans, 
on the other hand, offer a variety of investment options, and 
funds can be used to pay for tuition and other qualified higher 
education expenses at most colleges and universities.

13

                           Coverdell  Prepaid  College 
 Education  Tuition  Savings 
 Savings Accounts Plans Plans
What is the annual  $2,000 Varies  Varies   
contribution limit?  by plan by plan
Are there Yes No No 
income limits? 
Are K-12  Yes Yes Yes 
expenses	qualified? 
Are	qualified	 Yes Yes Yes
distributions tax free?
Eligible for use Yes Yes Yes  
with tax credits?  
Are there  Yes No No 
age restrictions?

Saving for Higher Education2025, employer-operated eating facilities become  
non-deductible. 

Entertainment — The law eliminates deductions for 
entertainment even if it is directly related to the conduct  
of business. 

Transportation — The recent tax law changes also 
eliminate deductions for qualified transportation fringe 
benefits and certain expenses to provide commuting 
transportation to employees. The cost of providing 
employee’s transit passes or parking is no longer allowed 
as a deduction to the employer. In addition, the costs 
associated with providing transportation for an employee’s 
commute to work are not deductible unless necessary to 
ensure an employee’s safety.
 Business related travel expenses are still deductible under 
the law changes. This includes business travel between 
job sites, travel to a temporary assignment (generally one 
year or less) that is outside your general area of residence, 
travel between primary and secondary jobs, and all 
other cab, bus, train, airline, and automobile expenses. 
Any regular commuting expenses to your primary job 
cannot be deducted. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act changed 
the deductibility of unreimbursed employee expenses. 
Previously if a taxpayer incurred business travel expenses 
that the company did not reimburse, they could deduct 
these on their individual income tax return (subject to 
limitations), but under new law this is no longer allowed.

Substantiation: To support business travel deductions, 
keep supporting documents for expenses. Document the 
following: Date, place, amount, and business purpose of 
expenditures; name and business affiliation or business 
purpose of trip; and in the case of meals, all of the above 
must directly precede or follow a substantial business 
discussion associated with your business. Be sure to keep 
personal expenses separate from business expenses.
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2019 Standard Mileage Rates
Business 58¢ per mile
Moving* 20¢ per mile

Medical 20¢ per mile
Charitable 14¢ per mile

* For members of the U.S. Armed Forces  
 (or their spouse or dependents).



 While state tax benefits for 529 plans vary by state, all 
529 plans offer Federal tax benefits: Earnings grow on a 
tax-deferred basis, and withdrawals to pay for qualified 
education expenses are tax free.  
 Contributions to a 529 plan on behalf of a beneficiary 
are considered gifts for gift tax purposes, and you may 
give up to $15,000 tax free in 2019 ($30,000 for joint 
filers). Furthermore, a special gift tax rule allows you to 
make a tax-free, lump-sum contribution to a 529 plan 
of up to $75,000 in 2019 ($150,000 for joint filers); 
however, you will be unable to make tax-free gifts on 
behalf of the same beneficiary for five years. 
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Depreciation
36-Month Assets (Straight-Line)
 Most software
3-Year Assets (200% DB)
 Dies, molds, small tools, certain horses, tractor units
5-Year Assets (200% DB)
 Autos,	computers,	office	machinery,	taxis,	buses,
 trucks, cattle, private aircraft, appliances,    
 carpeting, furniture, farm equipment
7-Year Assets (200% DB)
 Most	manufacturing	equipment,	office	furniture,	printing		
 equipment, oil and gas production equipment
15-Year Assets (150% DB)
 Land improvements other than buildings, retail fuel outlets
27.5-Year Assets (Straight-Line)
 Rental houses, apartments, low-income housing
39-Year Assets (Straight-Line)
 Nonresidential buildings 

Maximize Depreciation — Consider a cost segregation 
study to maximize your depreciation deduction. You can 
accelerate depreciation by properly identifying and pricing 
nonstructural items and land improvements separately from 
your building. These items have much shorter depreciable 
lives than the assigned 39-year life for nonresidential real 
property.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 expanded the ability 
to expense qualifying property immediately. Qualifying 
assets placed in service between September 27, 2017 and 
December 31, 2022, are eligible for immediate expensing. 
After 2022, the deduction phases out by 20% each year.

Deductions for Meals, Entertainment,  
and Transportation Costs
 The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 changed the way 
businesses handle meals, entertainment and transportation 
expenses from a tax perspective.

Meals — Meal expenses associated with operating a 
business, including meals during employee travel, remain 
deductible subject to the 50 percent limitation. The cost of a 
client dinner, as long as it is not extravagant, is still allowed 
under the 50 percent deduction rule. Documentation of the 
business purpose of the meal is necessary for deductibility. 
The new tax law extends the 50 percent deduction limit 
to employer-operated eating facilities through 2025. After 
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Financial Aid — Most colleges use Federal guidelines 
to determine the need-based aid for which your child 
may be eligible. (Criteria for colleges that use their own 
formulas may vary from what is discussed here.) Several 
factors determine the amount of the aid: the “cost of 
attendance” for the college in question; the money 
provided from outside sources (such as scholarships or 
tuition paid directly by a relative); and the “expected 
family contribution” (EFC). The information you 
provide each year on the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) is used to calculate your EFC.  
The college then uses that figure to calculate the amount 
of Federal student aid you are eligible to receive through 
loans, grants, and/or work-study programs. If you have a 
child going to college in 2019-2020, the aid assessment 
will be based on your 2017 return.

Uber co-founders Garrett Kamp and Travis Kalanick combined 
ride-sharing and technology through their Uber app. An area 
driver is contacted within minutes, and riders can watch the 
car’s arrival via the app’s GPS. Currently operating in over 40 
countries, it draws criticism and in some countries outright 
bans from the pressure of taxi unions. Fast becoming a form 
of travel for millenials, Uber recently went public on the 
NYSE, and has added delivery services via UberEats.

Ride-sharing services



Investment Planning

 he American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 raised 
 the top tax rates on qualified capital gains  
and dividends to 20% from 15% and these rates 
continue today. Proper planning can help you time 
your transactions and make tax-efficient investing 
decisions. In December 2017, the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act changed the brackets for long-term capital 
gains and dividends. From 2018-2025, the rates 
have their own brackets which are no longer tied to 
the ordinary income brackets. Below are the 2019 
brackets for long-term capital gains and dividends:

T

15

IN
V

ES
TM

EN
T P

LA
N

N
IN

G

for Qualified Business Income (QBI) for taxable years 
after December 31, 2017, for 10 years. Under the new 
law, owners of business entities, which are not taxed as 
“C” corporations, are eligible for a 20% QBI deduction. 
The deduction for QBI may be limited and/or subject 
to phase-out, depending on the taxable income of the 
individual as well as such facts as the type of business, 
amount of wages paid by the business, and amount of 
capital assets owned by the business. 

Claim Section 179 Expenses —  Consider 
using the Section 179 expense deduction for new business 
equipment, furniture purchases, and off-the-shelf computer 
software. In 2019, small businesses can expense up to 
$1,020,000 of Section 179 property, with a phase-out 
threshold of $2,550,000. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017 increased the expenses up to $1 million for 2018 
and beyond. Businesses exceeding a total of $2.5 million of 
purchases have the deduction phase-out dollar-for-dollar. 
Additionally, the Section 179 cap will be indexed to 
inflation starting in 2019.

Bonus Depreciation — Under the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017, a 100% first-year deduction is allowed 
for qualified property acquired and placed into service 
after September 27, 2017 and before 2023. The 100% 
allowance is phased down starting after 2023: 80% in 
2023, 60% in 2024, 40% in 2025, and 20% in 2026, 
with none allowed after 2026.

Lower Your Taxable Income — Buy business supplies 
at the end of a profitable year and accelerate other 
expenditures, like repairs and maintenance.  

Avoid Mid-Quarter Convention — Maximize your 
depreciation deduction by planning qualifying purchases 
before the end of the year. However, be sure to avoid 
having depreciation deductions reduced as a result of the  
“mid-quarter convention,” which occurs when more  
than 40% of the total cost of all personal property placed 
in service during the year goes in service in the last three 
months of that tax year. Purchases fully deducted as 
Section 179 expenses are removed from the mid-quarter 
convention computation.
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CAPITAL GAINS & LOSSES
Gains on assets held longer than a year are 

treated as long-term capital gains, subject to a 20% 
maximum rate.
 Under the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (PPACA), higher-income taxpayers will 
pay a 3.8% Medicare surcharge on net investment 
income if income threshold amounts exceed 
$200,000 for single filers or $250,000 for joint 
filers. Thus, the top tax rate for these higher-income 
taxpayers is 23.8% for long-term capital gains and 
40.8% for short-term capital gains.

It is important to keep in mind that capital 
gains attributable to depreciation from real estate 
held longer than 12 months are taxed at 25%, and 
the gain on collectibles and certain small business 
stock is taxed at 28%. In addition, short-term gains 
on assets held one year or less are subject to tax at 
regular income tax rates.

 

2019 Long-Term Capital Gains
and Dividend Brackets 

0% 

 
Single

 
Joint

Head of 
Household

$0–$39,375 $0–$78,750 $0–$52,750
 
15% 

 
$39,376–
$434,550

 
20% 

 
$78,751–
$488,850

 
$52,750–
$461,700

 
over $434,550

 
over $488,850

 
over $461,700

 
Tax 

Bracket



Capital losses you incur this year offset your gains and 
up to $3,000 of other income. Net losses greater than 
$3,000 can be carried over to defray capital gains or other 
income in later years. To limit the tax on your capital 
gains, plan and correctly “net” (i.e., offset) your long- and 
short-term gains and losses. First net your short-term 
losses and gains then apply any excess loss against your net 
long-term capital gain. If you have a net long-term capital 
loss, you can apply it (and losses carried forward from 
earlier years) against any net short-term capital gain.

Try to plan your sales to take full advantage of these 
offsets, without letting tax considerations dominate your 
investment moves. 

Gain on Home Sales — Married couples filing jointly 
can exclude up to $500,000 ($250,000 for single filers) of 
gain when they sell their home. The home must have been 
the principal residence for at least two of the last five years.
 Homeowners who do not meet this requirement can still 
receive a portion of the exclusion based on how long they 
lived in the home, as long as the sale is due to a change in 
place of employment or in health, or because of unforeseen 
circumstances.
 For example, if a couple lives in a home for only one 
year and then sells it due to unforeseen circumstances for 
an $80,000 profit, they may claim an exclusion of up to 
50% of the $500,000 (because they lived in the home for 
50% of the two years required). Thus, they can exclude 
every penny of their $80,000 gain. 
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The  employer will only pay the penalty if an FTE employee 
enrolls in a subsidized health insurance plan on the 
marketplace. Companies are allowed to deduct the first 30 
FTE employees from their calculations.

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
Health savings accounts (HSAs) offer qualified 

individuals covered by high-deductible health plans 
(HDHPs) tax-favored opportunities to save for medical 
expenses. Employers of any size may establish HSAs, and 
pre-tax contributions can be made through a cafeteria 
plan. An employee’s contributions may be tax deductible 
within certain limits. Distributions from an HSA for 
qualified medical expenses are tax free, and unused funds 
may be carried forward from year to year. Nonqualified 
distributions may be subject to income tax and a 10% 
penalty. If a participant changes jobs or health insurance 
coverage, the HSA is portable. For 2019, the maximum 
contribution is $3,500 for individual coverage and  
$7,000 for family coverage. 

BUSINESS DEDUCTIONS 
To keep your business’ tax bill as low as possible, take 

advantage of every deduction available. You may be able to 
save by timing purchases to take advantage of temporary 
opportunities.

Business expenses must be “ordinary” (common) and 
“necessary” (helpful and appropriate) in your type of 
business to qualify as deductions. You can increase your 
deductions by paying attention to what you do near  
year-end. For example, buy non-inventoriable supplies 
before year-end and accelerate repairs into this year;  
reduce or defer year-end income; delay shipping until  
next year; make sales on consignment or approval. For  
cash basis businesses, defer billing for services until the 
next month or quarter and advance into 2019 payments 
you expect to make in 2020 for expenses such as 
maintenance, office supplies, and advertising.

New Section 199A Deduction —
The Section 199 deduction is eliminated for tax years after 
2018 for non-corporate taxpayers and for tax years after 
2019 for C corporation taxpayers. Under the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act of 2017, a new Section 199A was enacted 
into law allowing a non-corporate taxpayer a deduction 
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Steve Jobs and Steve Wosniak built the Apple I computer in 
the garage of Jobs’ childhood home in Los Altos, California 
(pictured). In 1976, the Apple 1 computer retailed for $666.66. 
In 2013, the New York Times reported the record price for 
an Apple 1 sold at auction was $671,400. With Tim Cook at 
the helm since 2011, Apple is currently the world’s largest 
information technology company, with a revenue of 260 billion 
dollars (2018). With strong brand loyalty from the tech savvy 
millenial generation, the company employs over 100,000 full-
time workers and operates over 500 stores in 24 countries.

Apple



 If you have used part of your home for business, 
such as a home office and are self-employed, gain on the 
business portion is also eligible for the exclusion. However, 
depreciation taken since May 6, 1997 is still considered 
ordinary income. The exclusion can be used once every 
two years and at any age.

Timing Is Everything — When it comes to 
investing, timing is everything. Not only do you need to 
be concerned about an investment’s price when you sell, 
but you also need to assess selling from a tax perspective.

	 l	 Unless you are holding a volatile stock and risk   
  substantial loss, consider holding your investments  
  for at least a year and one day. Even if a stock price 
  drops slightly, you may cut your taxes on the profit  
  by more than half if you wait.

 l If you cashed in significant gains during the year, 
  review your portfolio for unrealized losses. Sell off 
  any stock not likely to rebound and use the losses  
  to offset your gains. If you end up with more  
  losses than gains, you may use $3,000 against ordinary  
  income and carry remaining losses over to next year.

 l Reviewing gains and losses before the end of the  
  year helps you determine if you have paid enough  
  estimated taxes to cover any gains. A year-end 
  review can also help you plan for the AMT, as large 
  capital gains can trigger AMT liability.

 l  When selling off shares of stock purchased at differ- 
  ent prices and at different times, inform your   
  broker beforehand that you wish to sell the shares 
  with the highest basis. This can minimize taxable 
  gain or maximize deductible loss. 

 l An investment that increases in value while paying
  no income to you is not taxed until sold. By   
  timing that sale carefully, you can enhance your  
  tax and financial position. For instance, you can
  wait to sell until a year in which your tax rate is
  low. Or, you can give the investment to a child   
  who is older than 19 (or 24 for full-time students)  
  and will be taxed at a lower rate. (Be sure to   
  consider any potential gift tax implications.)
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HEALTH INSURANCE
As a result of the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act (PPACA), small businesses with fewer than  
25 employees that pay at least 50% of the health  
care premiums for their employees qualify for a tax 
credit of up to 50% of their premiums (up to 35% for 
nonprofits), if insurance is purchased through an exchange. 
In 2019, a business with 50 or more full-time employees 
(defined as working 30 or more hours per week) will be 
required to provide health insurance to at least 95% of 
their full-time equivalent employees (FTE) and dependents 
to age 26 or pay a penalty. The business must provide 
health insurance plans that meet “minimum value” 
standards, or ones that cover at least 60% of the total cost 
of medical services. If the employer’s plan fails to meet the 
minimum value requirement or costs more than 9.86% of 
an employee’s annual income, then the company will have 
to pay penalties. Companies that don’t offer affordable 
coverage will owe $3,750 for every FTE employee who 
gains coverage through the marketplace. If an employer 
fails to offer any type of health insurance, then they will 
have to pay $2,500 per FTE employee in 2019.  

 SIMPLE SIMPLE Standard 
 IRA 401(k) 401(k)
Maximum 100 or 100 or No limit
Business Size fewer fewer
 employees employees
Individual  $13,000  $13,000 $19,000
Contribution    
Limit 
For people 50 or
older, additional $3,000 $3,000 $6,000
Discrimination  No Limited Yes
Testing   
Mandatory  Yes, 1%–3%  Yes, 3% No
Employer Match  of salary of salary  
Vesting Immediate Immediate Up to 
    7 years
Administration Least Medium Most

Which Is Best for Your Business?
SIMPLE vs. TRADITIONAL 401(k)
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 l Mutual funds often make capital gain distributions
  in November or December. If you buy into a fund
  before the distribution date, you can be taxed on
  distributed gains even though they have already 
  been reflected in your purchase price for the shares.

 
 

  Consider waiting until January to buy into the fund.

 l	 Although you cannot control the timing of sales
  in a mutual fund, look for mutual funds that
  consider certain tax-saving strategies. Some funds  
  trade actively, while others employ tax-efficient   
  buy-and-hold strategies.  

 l If you may be subject to the AMT this year, avoid  
  investing in tax-exempt bonds that generate  
  interest income subject to the AMT. 
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EMPLOYER-PROVIDED BENEFITS
 It is important for 
businesses to offer gen- 
erous benefit packages 
to attract and retain the 
best employees. But, that 
does not mean a company 
has to suffer. In fact, 
businesses can generally 
avoid payroll taxes on the 
portion of compensation 
shifted from salary to benefits.  
Employees who receive certain benefits in lieu of salary 
also win because their taxable income is lowered. 
 Attractive benefits include retirement plans, group 
term life insurance (up to $50,000), health insurance, 
parking, employee discounts, and noncash gifts. Consider 
the following options:

l Set up a flexible spending arrangement (FSA) to help  
 employees pay for medical expenses that insurance  
 does not reimburse, such as eye surgery, prescription  
 drugs, orthodontia, chiropractic, and co-pays. FSAs 
 let employees pay some health-care expenses with 
 pre-tax compensation dollars. Contributions to 
 medical FSAs are now capped at $2,700 annually.

l Provide a health reimbursement arrangement (HRA)  
 for employees. Medical expenses reimbursed through  
 an HRA are not taxed to the employee and are   
 deductible by the employer. Unused funds carry   
 forward to later years.

l Establish a 401(k) or other qualified retirement  
 plan, such as a Savings Incentive Match Plan for 
 Employees (SIMPLE), Simplified Employee Pension 
 (SEP), or profit-sharing plan. In general, employee 
 contributions are made with pre-tax dollars, and 
 earnings grow on a tax-deferred basis. Matching 
 contributions, when possible, may encourage 
 participation and enhance your employee recruitment 
 and retention efforts. When choosing a plan, or 
 combination of plans, consider both your business 
 needs and your personal financial goals.
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It all started in February 2004 when hoodie-clad Harvard 
student Mark Zuckerberg developed an online version of the 
university’s printed The Facebook, a directory of students 
personal contact information. By June, Zuckerberg had 
dropped out of Harvard and moved operations to Palo Alto, 
CA with Napster’s Sean Parker as president. Free to users, 
it was monetized by paid advertising, and achieved positive 
cash flow in 2009. By October 2012, the site had reached 
one billion active users. In 2018, Zuckerberg was forced to 
testify in front of Congress regarding data misuse ahead of 
the 2016 presidential election by political consulting firm 
Cambridge Analytica, who acquired the personal data of 87 
million Facebook users. Zuckerberg spoke in favor of some 
governmental regulation of the social media revolution 
he began. In a 2019 op-ed piece in the Washington Post, 
Zuckerberg admitted, “Lawmakers often tell me we have too 
much power over speech, and frankly I agree.”
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4 The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 retains section 1031 for  
 real estate exchanges, but may no longer be used to defer  
 taxes for transactions involving personal property. Consider  
 a like-kind exchange to defer gain on the sale of business or 
 investment property. However, do not exchange loss property. 
 Instead, sell the old property outright, deduct the loss, and  
 then purchase the replacement property. Also, before doing  
 a like-kind exchange, analyze whether the benefits of deferral  
 are outweighed by the currently low capital gains rate.

4 Plan around the expanded “kiddie tax.” Children’s unearned  
 income over $2,200 may be taxed at the parents’ generally  
 higher marginal rate until the children reach age 18 (age 19  
 if the child does not provide more than one half his/her own  
 support or age 24 for full-time students). Under the original law,  
 the kiddie tax only applied to children under age 14. 

4 To avoid being taxed twice, count reinvested dividends as part  
 of your tax basis when you sell stock.

4 AMT planning is critical if you have incentive stock options 
 (ISOs). Exercising an ISO creates an AMT adjustment, often  
 with no corresponding cash with which to pay any resulting  
 AMT. Selling stock to generate cash may not solve the problem  
 if the stock has dropped in value or is sold prior to having met  
 ISO time requirements. 

4 Consider your investment mix in light of the tax rates for  
 qualifying dividends.

More Tax-Saving Strategies
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CHOOSING A BUSINESS STRUCTURE
C corporations are taxed as entities separate from 
their shareholders. The corporation pays taxes, and you 
pay taxes as an employee. Investors are taxed on the 
dividends they receive. Salary paid to you and other 
shareholders must be reasonable, or a portion of it may 
be reclassified as a nondeductible dividend payment. 
If earnings are accumulated beyond the corporation’s 
reasonable needs, an additional tax may be imposed on 
these earnings.

S corporations may have between 1 and 100 
shareholders, which can include individuals, estates, 
certain trusts, and tax-exempt organizations. Income and 
losses are passed through to shareholders, thus avoiding the 
double taxation inherent in a C corporation. However,  
S corporations are governed by strict rules. 

Partnerships also avoid corporate double taxation 
and usually allow more flexibility in distributions than 
either a C or S corporation. Family limited partnerships 
(FLPs) offer many benefits: You can split income with 
your children and realize estate tax savings, while 
continuing to control assets transferred to the partnership. 
However, it is important to ensure that the FLP is 
carefully structured, as the IRS monitors FLPs closely. 

LLCs & LLPs offer pass-through taxation and limited 
liability. They have a flexible structure, which allows  
any entity to be an owner, including a corporation;  
investments in other entities are not limited. Special 
allocations of income and losses are possible. 

Sole proprietorships report business activities on 
personal income tax returns. If you risk substantial liability 
in your business, consider some form of incorporation, 
LLC, or LLP to protect your personal assets. 
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  s your business grows or your personal situation 
  changes, the business structure in which you operate 
may need to change, as well. Keep in mind that this 

* LLCs are treated as a partnership for tax purposes. ** Single-member LLCs that do not elect to be corporations will be classified as a “disregarded entity” for tax purposes.

Business Tax Planning

   LLCs*  General Sole
 C Corporations S Corporations and LLPs  Partnerships Proprietorships  

Liability of owners Limited, even  Limited, even  Limited, even if Unlimited for general Unlimited
 if shareholders if shareholders members/partners   partners; limited for 
 participate in participate in participate in limited partners who 
 management management management do not participate 
    in management

Number of owners No maximum 100 maximum No maximum, No maximum, One
   usually a   requires a
   minimum of two** minimum of two

Profit/loss  Special allocations No special  Special  Special N/A 
and distributions permitted for separate allocations allocations allocations 
 classes of stock permitted permitted permitted

Transferability  No restriction No restriction, but Restricted, typically Generally restricted  N/A
of interests  must be to eligible requires approval  unless authorized 
  shareholder or “S” of majority of by agreement
  status terminates members  

Federal income taxes Taxed at corporate No corporate  None at  None at Taxed on 
 level, a flat 21%, plus level tax (unless  LLC or partnership individual
 tax on dividends previously a  LLP level*** level*** return
 to shareholders C corporation)

Continuity of life Unlimited Unlimited Limited Limited N/A

Avoidance of  
double taxation No Usually Yes Yes Yes

Tax forms to file Form 1120 Form 1120S Form 1065 Form 1065 Form 1040 
     Schedule C
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Owners of business entities, which are not taxed as “C” corporations, are eligible for a 20% Qualified Business Income 
(QBI) deduction. The deduction for QBI may be limited and/or subject to phase-out, depending on the taxable income 
of the individual, as well as such factors as the type of business, amount of wages paid by the business, and amount of 
capital assets owned by the business. For income above $315,000, the legislation phases in limits on what otherwise 
would be an effective marginal rate of not more than 29.6%.

***

decision can impact your personal liability, as well as  
the amount of tax you and your company will pay.  
Let’s compare the different business structures.

Choosing a Business Structure — How Do They Compare?

***
***
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4 The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 retains section 1031 for  
 real estate exchanges, but may no longer be used to defer  
 taxes for transactions involving personal property. Consider  
 a like-kind exchange to defer gain on the sale of business or 
 investment property. However, do not exchange loss property. 
 Instead, sell the old property outright, deduct the loss, and  
 then purchase the replacement property. Also, before doing  
 a like-kind exchange, analyze whether the benefits of deferral  
 are outweighed by the currently low capital gains rate.

4 Plan around the expanded “kiddie tax.” Children’s unearned  
 income over $2,200 may be taxed at the parents’ generally  
 higher marginal rate until the children reach age 18 (age 19  
 if the child does not provide more than one half his/her own  
 support or age 24 for full-time students). Under the original law,  
 the kiddie tax only applied to children under age 14. 

4 To avoid being taxed twice, count reinvested dividends as part  
 of your tax basis when you sell stock.

4 AMT planning is critical if you have incentive stock options 
 (ISOs). Exercising an ISO creates an AMT adjustment, often  
 with no corresponding cash with which to pay any resulting  
 AMT. Selling stock to generate cash may not solve the problem  
 if the stock has dropped in value or is sold prior to having met  
 ISO time requirements. 

4 Consider your investment mix in light of the tax rates for  
 qualifying dividends.

More Tax-Saving Strategies

22

CHOOSING A BUSINESS STRUCTURE
C corporations are taxed as entities separate from 
their shareholders. The corporation pays taxes, and you 
pay taxes as an employee. Investors are taxed on the 
dividends they receive. Salary paid to you and other 
shareholders must be reasonable, or a portion of it may 
be reclassified as a nondeductible dividend payment. 
If earnings are accumulated beyond the corporation’s 
reasonable needs, an additional tax may be imposed on 
these earnings.

S corporations may have between 1 and 100 
shareholders, which can include individuals, estates, 
certain trusts, and tax-exempt organizations. Income and 
losses are passed through to shareholders, thus avoiding the 
double taxation inherent in a C corporation. However,  
S corporations are governed by strict rules. 

Partnerships also avoid corporate double taxation 
and usually allow more flexibility in distributions than 
either a C or S corporation. Family limited partnerships 
(FLPs) offer many benefits: You can split income with 
your children and realize estate tax savings, while 
continuing to control assets transferred to the partnership. 
However, it is important to ensure that the FLP is 
carefully structured, as the IRS monitors FLPs closely. 

LLCs & LLPs offer pass-through taxation and limited 
liability. They have a flexible structure, which allows  
any entity to be an owner, including a corporation;  
investments in other entities are not limited. Special 
allocations of income and losses are possible. 

Sole proprietorships report business activities on 
personal income tax returns. If you risk substantial liability 
in your business, consider some form of incorporation, 
LLC, or LLP to protect your personal assets. 
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 l Mutual funds often make capital gain distributions
  in November or December. If you buy into a fund
  before the distribution date, you can be taxed on
  distributed gains even though they have already 
  been reflected in your purchase price for the shares.

 
 

  Consider waiting until January to buy into the fund.

 l	 Although you cannot control the timing of sales
  in a mutual fund, look for mutual funds that
  consider certain tax-saving strategies. Some funds  
  trade actively, while others employ tax-efficient   
  buy-and-hold strategies.  

 l If you may be subject to the AMT this year, avoid  
  investing in tax-exempt bonds that generate  
  interest income subject to the AMT. 
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EMPLOYER-PROVIDED BENEFITS
 It is important for 
businesses to offer gen- 
erous benefit packages 
to attract and retain the 
best employees. But, that 
does not mean a company 
has to suffer. In fact, 
businesses can generally 
avoid payroll taxes on the 
portion of compensation 
shifted from salary to benefits.  
Employees who receive certain benefits in lieu of salary 
also win because their taxable income is lowered. 
 Attractive benefits include retirement plans, group 
term life insurance (up to $50,000), health insurance, 
parking, employee discounts, and noncash gifts. Consider 
the following options:

l Set up a flexible spending arrangement (FSA) to help  
 employees pay for medical expenses that insurance  
 does not reimburse, such as eye surgery, prescription  
 drugs, orthodontia, chiropractic, and co-pays. FSAs 
 let employees pay some health-care expenses with 
 pre-tax compensation dollars. Contributions to 
 medical FSAs are now capped at $2,700 annually.

l Provide a health reimbursement arrangement (HRA)  
 for employees. Medical expenses reimbursed through  
 an HRA are not taxed to the employee and are   
 deductible by the employer. Unused funds carry   
 forward to later years.

l Establish a 401(k) or other qualified retirement  
 plan, such as a Savings Incentive Match Plan for 
 Employees (SIMPLE), Simplified Employee Pension 
 (SEP), or profit-sharing plan. In general, employee 
 contributions are made with pre-tax dollars, and 
 earnings grow on a tax-deferred basis. Matching 
 contributions, when possible, may encourage 
 participation and enhance your employee recruitment 
 and retention efforts. When choosing a plan, or 
 combination of plans, consider both your business 
 needs and your personal financial goals.
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It all started in February 2004 when hoodie-clad Harvard 
student Mark Zuckerberg developed an online version of the 
university’s printed The Facebook, a directory of students 
personal contact information. By June, Zuckerberg had 
dropped out of Harvard and moved operations to Palo Alto, 
CA with Napster’s Sean Parker as president. Free to users, 
it was monetized by paid advertising, and achieved positive 
cash flow in 2009. By October 2012, the site had reached 
one billion active users. In 2018, Zuckerberg was forced to 
testify in front of Congress regarding data misuse ahead of 
the 2016 presidential election by political consulting firm 
Cambridge Analytica, who acquired the personal data of 87 
million Facebook users. Zuckerberg spoke in favor of some 
governmental regulation of the social media revolution 
he began. In a 2019 op-ed piece in the Washington Post, 
Zuckerberg admitted, “Lawmakers often tell me we have too 
much power over speech, and frankly I agree.”



 If you have used part of your home for business, 
such as a home office and are self-employed, gain on the 
business portion is also eligible for the exclusion. However, 
depreciation taken since May 6, 1997 is still considered 
ordinary income. The exclusion can be used once every 
two years and at any age.

Timing Is Everything — When it comes to 
investing, timing is everything. Not only do you need to 
be concerned about an investment’s price when you sell, 
but you also need to assess selling from a tax perspective.

	 l	 Unless you are holding a volatile stock and risk   
  substantial loss, consider holding your investments  
  for at least a year and one day. Even if a stock price 
  drops slightly, you may cut your taxes on the profit  
  by more than half if you wait.

 l If you cashed in significant gains during the year, 
  review your portfolio for unrealized losses. Sell off 
  any stock not likely to rebound and use the losses  
  to offset your gains. If you end up with more  
  losses than gains, you may use $3,000 against ordinary  
  income and carry remaining losses over to next year.

 l Reviewing gains and losses before the end of the  
  year helps you determine if you have paid enough  
  estimated taxes to cover any gains. A year-end 
  review can also help you plan for the AMT, as large 
  capital gains can trigger AMT liability.

 l  When selling off shares of stock purchased at differ- 
  ent prices and at different times, inform your   
  broker beforehand that you wish to sell the shares 
  with the highest basis. This can minimize taxable 
  gain or maximize deductible loss. 

 l An investment that increases in value while paying
  no income to you is not taxed until sold. By   
  timing that sale carefully, you can enhance your  
  tax and financial position. For instance, you can
  wait to sell until a year in which your tax rate is
  low. Or, you can give the investment to a child   
  who is older than 19 (or 24 for full-time students)  
  and will be taxed at a lower rate. (Be sure to   
  consider any potential gift tax implications.)
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HEALTH INSURANCE
As a result of the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act (PPACA), small businesses with fewer than  
25 employees that pay at least 50% of the health  
care premiums for their employees qualify for a tax 
credit of up to 50% of their premiums (up to 35% for 
nonprofits), if insurance is purchased through an exchange. 
In 2019, a business with 50 or more full-time employees 
(defined as working 30 or more hours per week) will be 
required to provide health insurance to at least 95% of 
their full-time equivalent employees (FTE) and dependents 
to age 26 or pay a penalty. The business must provide 
health insurance plans that meet “minimum value” 
standards, or ones that cover at least 60% of the total cost 
of medical services. If the employer’s plan fails to meet the 
minimum value requirement or costs more than 9.86% of 
an employee’s annual income, then the company will have 
to pay penalties. Companies that don’t offer affordable 
coverage will owe $3,750 for every FTE employee who 
gains coverage through the marketplace. If an employer 
fails to offer any type of health insurance, then they will 
have to pay $2,500 per FTE employee in 2019.  

 SIMPLE SIMPLE Standard 
 IRA 401(k) 401(k)
Maximum 100 or 100 or No limit
Business Size fewer fewer
 employees employees
Individual  $13,000  $13,000 $19,000
Contribution    
Limit 
For people 50 or
older, additional $3,000 $3,000 $6,000
Discrimination  No Limited Yes
Testing   
Mandatory  Yes, 1%–3%  Yes, 3% No
Employer Match  of salary of salary  
Vesting Immediate Immediate Up to 
    7 years
Administration Least Medium Most

Which Is Best for Your Business?
SIMPLE vs. TRADITIONAL 401(k)
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Capital losses you incur this year offset your gains and 
up to $3,000 of other income. Net losses greater than 
$3,000 can be carried over to defray capital gains or other 
income in later years. To limit the tax on your capital 
gains, plan and correctly “net” (i.e., offset) your long- and 
short-term gains and losses. First net your short-term 
losses and gains then apply any excess loss against your net 
long-term capital gain. If you have a net long-term capital 
loss, you can apply it (and losses carried forward from 
earlier years) against any net short-term capital gain.

Try to plan your sales to take full advantage of these 
offsets, without letting tax considerations dominate your 
investment moves. 

Gain on Home Sales — Married couples filing jointly 
can exclude up to $500,000 ($250,000 for single filers) of 
gain when they sell their home. The home must have been 
the principal residence for at least two of the last five years.
 Homeowners who do not meet this requirement can still 
receive a portion of the exclusion based on how long they 
lived in the home, as long as the sale is due to a change in 
place of employment or in health, or because of unforeseen 
circumstances.
 For example, if a couple lives in a home for only one 
year and then sells it due to unforeseen circumstances for 
an $80,000 profit, they may claim an exclusion of up to 
50% of the $500,000 (because they lived in the home for 
50% of the two years required). Thus, they can exclude 
every penny of their $80,000 gain. 
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The  employer will only pay the penalty if an FTE employee 
enrolls in a subsidized health insurance plan on the 
marketplace. Companies are allowed to deduct the first 30 
FTE employees from their calculations.

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
Health savings accounts (HSAs) offer qualified 

individuals covered by high-deductible health plans 
(HDHPs) tax-favored opportunities to save for medical 
expenses. Employers of any size may establish HSAs, and 
pre-tax contributions can be made through a cafeteria 
plan. An employee’s contributions may be tax deductible 
within certain limits. Distributions from an HSA for 
qualified medical expenses are tax free, and unused funds 
may be carried forward from year to year. Nonqualified 
distributions may be subject to income tax and a 10% 
penalty. If a participant changes jobs or health insurance 
coverage, the HSA is portable. For 2019, the maximum 
contribution is $3,500 for individual coverage and  
$7,000 for family coverage. 

BUSINESS DEDUCTIONS 
To keep your business’ tax bill as low as possible, take 

advantage of every deduction available. You may be able to 
save by timing purchases to take advantage of temporary 
opportunities.

Business expenses must be “ordinary” (common) and 
“necessary” (helpful and appropriate) in your type of 
business to qualify as deductions. You can increase your 
deductions by paying attention to what you do near  
year-end. For example, buy non-inventoriable supplies 
before year-end and accelerate repairs into this year;  
reduce or defer year-end income; delay shipping until  
next year; make sales on consignment or approval. For  
cash basis businesses, defer billing for services until the 
next month or quarter and advance into 2019 payments 
you expect to make in 2020 for expenses such as 
maintenance, office supplies, and advertising.

New Section 199A Deduction —
The Section 199 deduction is eliminated for tax years after 
2018 for non-corporate taxpayers and for tax years after 
2019 for C corporation taxpayers. Under the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act of 2017, a new Section 199A was enacted 
into law allowing a non-corporate taxpayer a deduction 
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Steve Jobs and Steve Wosniak built the Apple I computer in 
the garage of Jobs’ childhood home in Los Altos, California 
(pictured). In 1976, the Apple 1 computer retailed for $666.66. 
In 2013, the New York Times reported the record price for 
an Apple 1 sold at auction was $671,400. With Tim Cook at 
the helm since 2011, Apple is currently the world’s largest 
information technology company, with a revenue of 260 billion 
dollars (2018). With strong brand loyalty from the tech savvy 
millenial generation, the company employs over 100,000 full-
time workers and operates over 500 stores in 24 countries.

Apple



Investment Planning

 he American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 raised 
 the top tax rates on qualified capital gains  
and dividends to 20% from 15% and these rates 
continue today. Proper planning can help you time 
your transactions and make tax-efficient investing 
decisions. In December 2017, the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act changed the brackets for long-term capital 
gains and dividends. From 2018-2025, the rates 
have their own brackets which are no longer tied to 
the ordinary income brackets. Below are the 2019 
brackets for long-term capital gains and dividends:
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for Qualified Business Income (QBI) for taxable years 
after December 31, 2017, for 10 years. Under the new 
law, owners of business entities, which are not taxed as 
“C” corporations, are eligible for a 20% QBI deduction. 
The deduction for QBI may be limited and/or subject 
to phase-out, depending on the taxable income of the 
individual as well as such facts as the type of business, 
amount of wages paid by the business, and amount of 
capital assets owned by the business. 

Claim Section 179 Expenses —  Consider 
using the Section 179 expense deduction for new business 
equipment, furniture purchases, and off-the-shelf computer 
software. In 2019, small businesses can expense up to 
$1,020,000 of Section 179 property, with a phase-out 
threshold of $2,550,000. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017 increased the expenses up to $1 million for 2018 
and beyond. Businesses exceeding a total of $2.5 million of 
purchases have the deduction phase-out dollar-for-dollar. 
Additionally, the Section 179 cap will be indexed to 
inflation starting in 2019.

Bonus Depreciation — Under the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017, a 100% first-year deduction is allowed 
for qualified property acquired and placed into service 
after September 27, 2017 and before 2023. The 100% 
allowance is phased down starting after 2023: 80% in 
2023, 60% in 2024, 40% in 2025, and 20% in 2026, 
with none allowed after 2026.

Lower Your Taxable Income — Buy business supplies 
at the end of a profitable year and accelerate other 
expenditures, like repairs and maintenance.  

Avoid Mid-Quarter Convention — Maximize your 
depreciation deduction by planning qualifying purchases 
before the end of the year. However, be sure to avoid 
having depreciation deductions reduced as a result of the  
“mid-quarter convention,” which occurs when more  
than 40% of the total cost of all personal property placed 
in service during the year goes in service in the last three 
months of that tax year. Purchases fully deducted as 
Section 179 expenses are removed from the mid-quarter 
convention computation.
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CAPITAL GAINS & LOSSES
Gains on assets held longer than a year are 

treated as long-term capital gains, subject to a 20% 
maximum rate.
 Under the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (PPACA), higher-income taxpayers will 
pay a 3.8% Medicare surcharge on net investment 
income if income threshold amounts exceed 
$200,000 for single filers or $250,000 for joint 
filers. Thus, the top tax rate for these higher-income 
taxpayers is 23.8% for long-term capital gains and 
40.8% for short-term capital gains.

It is important to keep in mind that capital 
gains attributable to depreciation from real estate 
held longer than 12 months are taxed at 25%, and 
the gain on collectibles and certain small business 
stock is taxed at 28%. In addition, short-term gains 
on assets held one year or less are subject to tax at 
regular income tax rates.

 

2019 Long-Term Capital Gains
and Dividend Brackets 

0% 

 
Single

 
Joint

Head of 
Household

$0–$39,375 $0–$78,750 $0–$52,750
 
15% 

 
$39,376–
$434,550

 
20% 

 
$78,751–
$488,850

 
$52,750–
$461,700

 
over $434,550

 
over $488,850

 
over $461,700

 
Tax 

Bracket



 While state tax benefits for 529 plans vary by state, all 
529 plans offer Federal tax benefits: Earnings grow on a 
tax-deferred basis, and withdrawals to pay for qualified 
education expenses are tax free.  
 Contributions to a 529 plan on behalf of a beneficiary 
are considered gifts for gift tax purposes, and you may 
give up to $15,000 tax free in 2019 ($30,000 for joint 
filers). Furthermore, a special gift tax rule allows you to 
make a tax-free, lump-sum contribution to a 529 plan 
of up to $75,000 in 2019 ($150,000 for joint filers); 
however, you will be unable to make tax-free gifts on 
behalf of the same beneficiary for five years. 
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Depreciation
36-Month Assets (Straight-Line)
 Most software
3-Year Assets (200% DB)
 Dies, molds, small tools, certain horses, tractor units
5-Year Assets (200% DB)
 Autos,	computers,	office	machinery,	taxis,	buses,
 trucks, cattle, private aircraft, appliances,    
 carpeting, furniture, farm equipment
7-Year Assets (200% DB)
 Most	manufacturing	equipment,	office	furniture,	printing		
 equipment, oil and gas production equipment
15-Year Assets (150% DB)
 Land improvements other than buildings, retail fuel outlets
27.5-Year Assets (Straight-Line)
 Rental houses, apartments, low-income housing
39-Year Assets (Straight-Line)
 Nonresidential buildings 

Maximize Depreciation — Consider a cost segregation 
study to maximize your depreciation deduction. You can 
accelerate depreciation by properly identifying and pricing 
nonstructural items and land improvements separately from 
your building. These items have much shorter depreciable 
lives than the assigned 39-year life for nonresidential real 
property.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 expanded the ability 
to expense qualifying property immediately. Qualifying 
assets placed in service between September 27, 2017 and 
December 31, 2022, are eligible for immediate expensing. 
After 2022, the deduction phases out by 20% each year.

Deductions for Meals, Entertainment,  
and Transportation Costs
 The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 changed the way 
businesses handle meals, entertainment and transportation 
expenses from a tax perspective.

Meals — Meal expenses associated with operating a 
business, including meals during employee travel, remain 
deductible subject to the 50 percent limitation. The cost of a 
client dinner, as long as it is not extravagant, is still allowed 
under the 50 percent deduction rule. Documentation of the 
business purpose of the meal is necessary for deductibility. 
The new tax law extends the 50 percent deduction limit 
to employer-operated eating facilities through 2025. After 
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Financial Aid — Most colleges use Federal guidelines 
to determine the need-based aid for which your child 
may be eligible. (Criteria for colleges that use their own 
formulas may vary from what is discussed here.) Several 
factors determine the amount of the aid: the “cost of 
attendance” for the college in question; the money 
provided from outside sources (such as scholarships or 
tuition paid directly by a relative); and the “expected 
family contribution” (EFC). The information you 
provide each year on the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) is used to calculate your EFC.  
The college then uses that figure to calculate the amount 
of Federal student aid you are eligible to receive through 
loans, grants, and/or work-study programs. If you have a 
child going to college in 2019-2020, the aid assessment 
will be based on your 2017 return.

Uber co-founders Garrett Kamp and Travis Kalanick combined 
ride-sharing and technology through their Uber app. An area 
driver is contacted within minutes, and riders can watch the 
car’s arrival via the app’s GPS. Currently operating in over 40 
countries, it draws criticism and in some countries outright 
bans from the pressure of taxi unions. Fast becoming a form 
of travel for millenials, Uber recently went public on the 
NYSE, and has added delivery services via UberEats.

Ride-sharing services



undergraduate study, as well as graduate and professional 
education, could be worth up to $2,000. For 2019, eligibility 
begins phasing out for joint filers with modified AGI of 
$116,000 ($58,000 for single filers). If a student qualifies 
for both credits in the same year, you may claim either 
credit, but not both. 

Other Education Related Tax Benefits —
•	 Student	Loan	Interest	Deduction–up	to	$2,500. 
 This is an “above-the-line” deduction. Phaseout 
 begins: Single $70,000; Married Filing Jointly  
 $140,000.
•	 Employer	Tuition	Assistance–up	to	$5,250	 
 excluded from income.

529 Plans — These qualified tuition programs, offered  
as prepaid tuition plans or college savings plans, are  
valuable tools to help you finance your child’s education. The 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 expanded the types of expenses 
a 529 plan can be used to pay. In 2019, up to $10,000 per 
year can be used for qualified K-12 elementary and secondary 
school tuition for public, private, and religious school can be 
paid for out of a 529. Taxpayers can also rollover amounts 
from 529 plans into ABLE accounts. Prepaid tuition programs 
allow you to lock in today’s tuition rates at participating private 
and public colleges and universities. College savings plans, 
on the other hand, offer a variety of investment options, and 
funds can be used to pay for tuition and other qualified higher 
education expenses at most colleges and universities.

13

                           Coverdell  Prepaid  College 
 Education  Tuition  Savings 
 Savings Accounts Plans Plans
What is the annual  $2,000 Varies  Varies   
contribution limit?  by plan by plan
Are there Yes No No 
income limits? 
Are K-12  Yes Yes Yes 
expenses	qualified? 
Are	qualified	 Yes Yes Yes
distributions tax free?
Eligible for use Yes Yes Yes  
with tax credits?  
Are there  Yes No No 
age restrictions?

Saving for Higher Education2025, employer-operated eating facilities become  
non-deductible. 

Entertainment — The law eliminates deductions for 
entertainment even if it is directly related to the conduct  
of business. 

Transportation — The recent tax law changes also 
eliminate deductions for qualified transportation fringe 
benefits and certain expenses to provide commuting 
transportation to employees. The cost of providing 
employee’s transit passes or parking is no longer allowed 
as a deduction to the employer. In addition, the costs 
associated with providing transportation for an employee’s 
commute to work are not deductible unless necessary to 
ensure an employee’s safety.
 Business related travel expenses are still deductible under 
the law changes. This includes business travel between 
job sites, travel to a temporary assignment (generally one 
year or less) that is outside your general area of residence, 
travel between primary and secondary jobs, and all 
other cab, bus, train, airline, and automobile expenses. 
Any regular commuting expenses to your primary job 
cannot be deducted. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act changed 
the deductibility of unreimbursed employee expenses. 
Previously if a taxpayer incurred business travel expenses 
that the company did not reimburse, they could deduct 
these on their individual income tax return (subject to 
limitations), but under new law this is no longer allowed.

Substantiation: To support business travel deductions, 
keep supporting documents for expenses. Document the 
following: Date, place, amount, and business purpose of 
expenditures; name and business affiliation or business 
purpose of trip; and in the case of meals, all of the above 
must directly precede or follow a substantial business 
discussion associated with your business. Be sure to keep 
personal expenses separate from business expenses.

28B
U

S
IN

ES
S

 T
A

X
 P

LA
N

N
IN

G

2019 Standard Mileage Rates
Business 58¢ per mile
Moving* 20¢ per mile

Medical 20¢ per mile
Charitable 14¢ per mile

* For members of the U.S. Armed Forces  
 (or their spouse or dependents).



   avorable tax breaks can help you optimize your  
  education savings. However, some benefits cannot 

be combined. Let’s explore your options.

Education Strategies
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l You may deduct expenses for an automobile you own in  
 one of two ways: either record and deduct your actual  
 expenses, including depreciation, or record your mileage  
 and deduct a standard amount per mile of travel, plus  
 parking and toll fees. 

l Since annual depreciation limits apply to newly acquired  
 automobiles, some business owners consider leasing.

Be Aware of Inventory Issues —
l Under the recent law changes, many businesses 
 with $25 million or less in gross receipts can now use 
 the cash method of accounting and not be required to 
 account for inventory. Our qualified tax professionals, 
 can help you determine if you qualify.

l In times of rising prices, using the LIFO (last-in,   
 first-out) inventory identification method can lower
 income tax. It increases your cost of goods sold  
 (thereby reducing your taxable income) by assuming
 that the higher priced inventory units you most 
 recently purchased were the ones actually sold. 

l In times of falling prices, the FIFO (first-in,  
 first-out) inventory identification method may  
 provide larger tax savings. It assumes the higher  
 priced inventory units you purchased first are the  
 ones you have sold.

l Inventory methods can be changed. We can help you 
 decide what is most advantageous and advise you on 
 the procedure for changing methods.

l Corporations with excess inventory may donate that 
 property to charitable organizations and receive a tax 
 deduction. You may deduct the cost of the goods and  
 half of the lost profit (not to exceed twice the cost).

Put Your Kids to Work—Your child’s wages are 
fully deductible as a business expense. If you are a sole 
proprietor, or you and your spouse are the only owners  
of an entity taxed as a partnership, you do not have to 
pay FICA on those wages if the child is underage 18,  
nor do you have to pay unemployment insurance if the 
child is under age 21. Your child’s wages may be subject 
to a lower tax rate than if you were to retain the money  
as business earnings.

29

Coverdell Education Savings 
Accounts (ESAs) — ESAs continue  
to provide a helping hand to those saving  
for education. Each year, you can contribute  
up to $2,000 to an ESA. Earnings grow tax  
deferred, and the funds can be used tax free  
for elementary and secondary education expenses, 
as well as for higher education costs. Contributions 
phase out for joint filers with AGIs between 
$190,000 and $220,000, and for single filers 
with AGIs between $95,000 and $110,000. Age 
restrictions apply. Contributions can be made for 
a beneficiary age 18 or younger, and distributions 
must be taken by age 30. These limits may be waived 
for students with special needs. Furthermore, ESA 
contributions for the current tax year can be made as 
late as the April filing deadline in the following year.
 
Education Credits — If you are currently 
paying higher education expenses, two Federal 
tax credits may help lessen your tax bill: the Hope 
Scholarship Credit (American Opportunity Tax 
Credit) and the Lifetime Learning Credit. For the 
Hope Scholarship Credit, the maximum credit 
amount is $2,500 for 2019. The credit is available 
for all four years of college and can be used to cover 
the cost of course materials. Income phase-out 
levels for the credit begin at $160,000 of modified 
AGI for joint filers and $80,000 of modified AGI 
for single filers in 2019. In addition, 40% of the 
credit is refundable, which could enable lower-
income taxpayers to get money back from the IRS. 
The Lifetime Learning Credit, which applies to 



More Tax-Saving Strategies

4 Lower your taxable income by shifting income to   
 other family members. 
4 Consider your plans for the near future. How could 
 marriage, divorce, a new child, retirement, or other 
 events affect your year-end tax planning?
4 Take maximum advantage of your employer’s   
 Section 125 cafeteria plan, 401(k) plan, health 
 savings account (HSA), and health reimbursement  
 arrangement (HRA).
4 Determine which type of IRA is best for you. Make 
 your contribution before the due date of your tax 
 return to obtain a current year deduction.
4 Be mindful of distributions from your IRAs. Before  
 age 59½, withdrawals are generally penalized. At   
 age 70½, you are required to withdraw certain   
 minimum amounts. Your withdrawal amount is  
 generally based on your projected life expectancy 
 and your IRA balance.

BEWARE OF THE AMT
The alternative minimum tax (AMT) was originally 

created to prevent people with high incomes from paying 
little or no tax. Think of it as a separate tax system with 
its own set of rates and rules for deductions that tend to 
be less generous than the regular tax rules. If you have 
numerous exemptions and deductions, you may  
be subject to the AMT. 

Under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, the AMT 
was retained with some modifications through 2025. 
Under the AMT, individuals are taxed at rates of 26% 
and 28% on the amount of taxable income above the 
exemption amounts. In 2019, the exemption amounts 
are $71,700 for single filers, $111,700 for married 
couples filing jointly, and $55,850 for married couples 
filing separately. The phase-out thresholds are raised to 
$1,020,600 million for joint filers and $510,300 for other 
filers. The exemption and threshold amounts are indexed 
to inflation. If you think you may be subject to the AMT, 
it is important to take steps now to reduce expenses and 
plan ahead for next year’s tax return.

11

Go into Business with Your Kids —  
Children may be partners in partnerships or shareholders 
in S corporations, which may reduce the overall family  
tax burden in certain situations.

Deduct Business Losses  —
l Net operating losses (NOLs) are generated when a  
 company’s deductions for the tax year are more than  
 its income. Under old tax law, NOLs could be 
 carried back 2 years to obtain a refund and then 
 carried forward for up to 20 years, or you could 
 elect out of the carryback. Under the Tax Cuts and 
 Jobs Act of 2017, carrybacks of NOLs are no longer 
 allowed, but an indefinite carryforward of NOLs is 
 allowed. The new law also sets a limit on the amount 
 of NOLs that a company can deduct in a year equal 
 to the lesser of the available NOL carryover or 80% of 
 a taxpayer’s pre-NOL deduction taxable income.

l Corporate capital losses are currently deductible, but  
 only to the extent of capital gains. A three-year 
 carryback and a five-year carryforward period apply.

l If your business is not incorporated or operates as an  
 S corporation, partnership, or LLC, you may deduct 
 business losses on your personal tax return. However,  
 NOL deductions may be limited by at-risk or passive  
 activity loss rules.

l Bad business debts are deductible in full or in part as
 ordinary losses when good faith collection efforts
 fail. Inventory losses, casualty and theft losses (to the  
 extent they are not covered by insurance), and losses
 on the sale of business assets may also be deductible.

4 To the extent possible, shift income into next year.
4 Set	up	a	nonqualified	deferred	compensation	plan			
 for your highest paid employees.
4 Consider	a	compensation	and	benefit	study	to	see 
 what makes sense for your company from a tax 
 perspective.

More Tax-Saving Strategies
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Retirement Strategies



Claim All Available  
Home-Related Deductions — 
l Under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, from 
 2018 through 2025, miscellaneous “itemized”   
 deductions subject to the 2% floor for employees of 
 companies who work from home are suspended.  
 Taxpayers will not be able to deduct home office 
 expenses during this period. If you are self-employed, 
 you can still make the deductions against your income 
 if you meet certain requirements.

l You may be able to deduct interest on a loan for a 
 second home, provided your primary and secondary 
 mortgages total less than $750,000. The Tax Cuts 
 and Jobs Act of 2017 suspends from 2018 through  
 2025 the deduction for interest paid on home equity 
 loans and lines of credit, unless they are used to buy, 
 build or substantially improve the taxpayer’s home that 
 secures the loan.

l If you rent out a second home, you must use it 
 personally for more than 14 days, or more than 10% 
 of the rental days (whichever is greater), for it to 
 qualify as a personal residence. In addition to mortgage 
 interest, you may be able to deduct property taxes 
 and prorated monthly portions of your points paid over 
 the life of the loan. If your second home qualifies as a 
 personal residence and you rent the home out for more 
 than 14 days a year, you can also deduct the appropriate 
 portion of upkeep, insurance, utility, and similar costs  
 against rental income.
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 he trend continues to shift toward providing   
for one’s own retirement so saving for 

retirement should be an essential part of your 
financial plan. Contributions to retirement plans 
can offer two large tax benefits: 1) they potentially 
reduce your AGI and current income tax, and 2) 
they can grow faster than your other assets because 
they’re sheltered from tax until withdrawn. Take 
advantage of your employer’s plan especially if it 
features an employer match or you can make catch-
up contributions. Don’t contribute to a Roth or 
traditional IRA at the expense of an employer match.

There is a “saver’s credit” on the first $2,000 
contributed to retirement plans for low- and moderate-
income taxpayers (see chart below). Taxpayers who are 
younger than 18 years, full-time students, or can be 
claimed as a dependent on another’s return cannot take 
the credit. The credit is trimmed if the taxpayer took 
a payout from a plan or IRA the same year or the two 
previous years. Maximum credit: $2,000 for Married 
Filing Jointly; $1,000 for Single and all others.

Retirement Strategies

T

R
ETIR

EM
EN

T S
TR

A
TEG

IES

When contributions to traditional IRAs and retire- 
ment plans reduce your AGI, they can potentially 
increase other tax benefits through the deductions and 
credits tied to AGI. Additionally, retirement accounts 
don’t figure in tuition assistance formulas that colleges 
use to compute eligibility for aid.

Traditional IRAs and 401(k) plans are good for 
those who will retire fairly soon, expect their tax 
rate to fall in retirement, or cannot make current 
contributions without plans, because they provide 
potentially bigger long-term tax breaks.
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2019 Saver’s Credit 

on	first	$2,000	contributed	to	retirement	plans
Amount 
of Credit

50%

MFJ 
(AGI)

HH 
(AGI)

Single & 
Others (AGI)

$0–$38,500 $0–$28,875 $0–$19,250

20% $38,501– 
$41,500

10% $41,501– 
$64,000

$28,876– 
$31,125
$31,126– 
$48,000

$19,251– 
$20,750
$20,751– 
$32,000

With over 148 million subscribers worldwide, it is safe 
to say Netflix has changed the way many of us spend 
a Saturday night. Founded by Reed Hastings and Marc 
Randolf in 1997 as a web based business model for DVD 
sales and rentals, it expanded into streaming media in 
2007 and into the international market in 2010. Since 
then, its original content has attracted an ever-growing 
audience and has received numerous industry awards.



Also, stock options: the difference between the stock’s fair 
market value and the option price is “income” when the 
option is exercised, but a special rule delays the tax on 
incentive stock options (ISOs) until the stock is sold or 
exchanged.

Changes to Investment Interest  
Expense — If you have capital gains or dividend 
income, you may want to calculate the breakeven point 
to optimize both the lower capital gain and dividend tax 
rates. Under the recent tax law changes, you can no longer 
deduct ordinary and necessary investment expenses as 
miscellaneous itemized deductions subject to the 2% floor.

Understand the Tax Aspects of Divorce — 

l Under the recent tax law changes, many taxpayers  
 lose the benefit of deducting legal fees for divorce as 
 itemized deductions due to new limitations.
l The Tax Cuts and  Jobs Act of 2017 eliminated 
 deductions for alimony payments required by divorce 
 agreements executed after December 31, 2018. 
 Recipients of affected alimony payments will no  
 longer have to include them in taxable income.
l	 During property settlement negotiations, consider  
 the potential tax liability associated with an asset.  
 Two assets may have the same current value but very  
 different tax costs. If you sell property with a low   
 tax basis, tax on the gain may reduce the available 
 proceeds. Remember that assets are not necessarily  
 “equal” for tax purposes, even if they have the  
 same value.

9

We can help you evaluate your retirement plan 
options, as well as advise you on how tax reform may 
impact plans you currently have in place.

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT
ACCOUNTS (IRAs)

IRAs remain an attractive option for retirement 
savings. You can contribute up to $6,000 to an IRA or 
combination of IRAs in 2019. If you are age 50 or older, 
you can contribute an additional $1,000. Earnings grow 
tax deferred, and contributions to a traditional IRA may 
be deductible.

If neither you nor your spouse is covered by a qualified 
employer-sponsored plan, you can contribute to an IRA 
and jointly exclude from current tax up to $12,000 (or 
$14,000 if both are age 50 or older) of current income, 
even if one spouse does not work. (Spouses cannot 
contribute more than their combined earned incomes.)

If either spouse participates in a qualified employer-
sponsored plan, contribution deductibility is subject to 
MAGI limits (see chart above).

Traditional IRAs must be set up by April 15 to get a 
deduction for the previous year and contributions are  
due by then as well.
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 Is My IRA Contribution Deductible?
Plan at 
Work

Neither you  
nor your  
spouse is  
covered

You 
are 
covered

Filing 
Status

2019  
MAGI

IRA Deduction

Single and Head  
of Household

Married,  
Filing Jointly

Single and Head  
of Household

Married, 
Filing Jointly

You are not  
covered  
but your  
spouse is

Married,  
Filing Jointly

No Limits

No Limits

$64,000 or less 
$64,000–$74,000 
$74,000 or more
$103,000 or less  
$103,000–$123,000 
$123,000 or more 
 

$193,000 or less 
$193,000–203,000 
$203,000 or more

Full

Full

Full 
Partial 
None
Full 
Partial 
None 

Full 
Partial 
None

Special rules applyMarried, 
Filing Single
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S Around for little more than a decade yet garnering over 1 billion 
users, the smartphone is inarguably the communication game-
changer of the 21st century. As Apple and Samsung jockey for 
product market share, Verizon and AT&T battle it out in the 
service provider arena. Popular with everyone from middle 
schoolers to grandparents, the mobile ability to email, text, call, 
shop, travel, photograph, and more has created a paradigm shift 
between the physical and virtual worlds. Many of us are so 
dependent on these devices that psychologists have coined the 
term “nomophobia”,  a fear of being without your phone.

Smartphones



the amount and date of contribution, as well as the  
name of the charity. For property, the acknowledgment 
must describe the gift and indicate an estimated 
valuation. Be aware that special rules may apply if you 
donate an automobile to charity. You’ll need an appraisal  
if you claim a deduction of more than $500 for items not 
in good condition or $5,000 for items in good or better 
condition. 

Casualty Losses — The floor for casualty losses 
on personal assets in regions not declared disaster areas is 
repealed under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (prior 
law floor was $100 and the balance above $100 was 
deductible to the extent it exceeded 10% of AGI). For 
tax years 2018 through 2025, the personal casualty and 
theft loss deduction is only available for casualty losses 
incurred in a Federally declared disaster. If a taxpayer 
suffers a casualty loss under the new law, they will be 
able to claim an itemized deduction, subject to the $100 
floor per casualty and 10% of AGI. Gain on insurance 
proceeds for personal property lost in a declared disaster 
is not taxed. You can take a 2019 declared-disaster loss on 
your 2019 or (amended) 2018 return. Your advisor can 
help you determine which year is better for you.

Insurance reimbursements for living expenses are 
taxable to the extent they exceed actual expenses in the 
year the owner receives the funds or moves back into the 
house, whichever is later.

Compensation — Severance pay is fully taxable 
and severance paid to employees laid off as part of 
a reduction in workforce is subject to payroll taxes. 
Outplacement services are no longer a tax-free benefit 
under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 because 
miscellaneous deductions which exceed 2% of your AGI 
are eliminated from 2018-2025, and this includes job 
search expenses. State unemployment benefits continue 
to be taxable. You can convert compensation to a tax-
advantaged form, such as no-extra-cost-to-the-employer 
services, working condition fringe benefits, employee 
discounts, or de minimus fringe benefits. Some types 
of noncash compensation are taxable—e.g., employer 
provided automobile for personal use or employer aid 
for education not directly job-related or job-required. 
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 When you take traditional IRA distributions, certain 
rules apply. Distributions before the age of 59½ may be 
subject to a 10% Federal income tax penalty in addition 
to the income tax that will be due. There are exceptions. 
For example, if you tap your IRA early to pay for qualified 
higher education expenses or to fund up to $10,000 of 
your first home, the 10% penalty does not apply.

ROTH IRAs
 Roth IRA contributions are made with after-tax 

money and, therefore, are not deductible, but qualified 
distributions are tax free, provided you have held the 
account for five years and are at least 59½ years old. Roth 
IRAs may be a good fit if you are fairly young, expect to 
be in a similar tax bracket when you retire, or are concerned 
about cash flow during retirement. Income limits may apply.

In 2010, the adjusted gross income (AGI) ceiling on 
converting traditional IRAs to Roth IRAs was eliminated, 
allowing more taxpayers to take advantage of the Roth 
IRA through direct contributions or conversions. When 
converting, the distribution from your traditional IRA 
is taxed, but you are generally not penalized for the early 
withdrawal.

The greatest benefits of Roth IRAs may be in 
transferring wealth to heirs. A Roth IRA is not subject 
to minimum withdrawals (or a ban on contributions) at 
age 70½ and may provide far more to a beneficiary than 
other plans. Assets in the account for five years can pass 
to heirs without current income tax. Non-spousal heirs 
who inherit a Roth IRA may have to take minimum 
distributions but can stretch them out over a lifetime, 
during which the IRA is enjoying tax-free growth.

IRAs for Children Make Tax Sense — If your 
child has earned income from outside the household, 
consider contributing it to an IRA. Suppose your son 
saves $800 from lawn mowing when he is 15-years-old 
and invests in a Roth IRA. If he makes no additional 
contributions and the funds grow at 8% annually, he 
may have more than $37,000 at age 65. Or, suppose your 
daughter opens a Roth IRA with $2,000 when she is 
15-years-old, and then she contributes $2,000 annually 
for the next 10 years. The estimated value of her tax-
free fund balance at age 65 will exceed $700,000, if the 
annual growth rate is 8%. 

33



28 57

for joint filers. Other family-related tax credits include the 
adoption credit, the dependent care credit, and education 
credits. 

ITEMIZED DEDUCTIONS
 Under the recent tax law, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017, the standard deduction nearly doubled for taxpayers 
and many itemized deductions previously offered were 
cut, making itemizing less likely for large numbers of 
Americans. In 2019, the standard deduction amounts 
increased to $12,200 for individuals, $24,400 for married 
filing jointly, and $18,350 for heads of households.  
Under prior law, you itemized your deductions when the 
total of your allowable deductions exceeded the standard 
deduction for your filing status. To lower current tax bills, 
many taxpayers may still benefit from deferring income 
and accelerating deductions, when possible. Let’s take a 
look at some tax-saving deduction ideas.

Bunch Deductions — Try “bunching” your  
expenses to ensure that you exceed the deduction  
“floor.” Bunching two years’ worth of expenses into one 
year enables you to increase your total deductions over 
the two-year period and avoid losing the tax benefit from 
your deductions. However, remember that the AMT may 
apply if you have numerous deductions.

Pay Estimated State Tax Early — You can 
gain a larger Federal deduction in 2019 if you pay your 
state 4th quarter estimated tax payment by December 31 
and the AMT does not apply. If you are subject to the 
AMT, early payment will not be of benefit.

Donate Appreciated Property — If you 
donate appreciated capital gain property to charity, your 
deduction amount is generally equivalent to the value 
of the property, rather than its cost if the organization 
uses the property to further its exempt purpose. You 
are never taxed on the amount of appreciation. For 
most property donations, an annual deduction limit 
of 30% of AGI applies. (The deduction for charitable 
contributions is limited to 60% of your AGI.) 
 It is important to note that, for all charitable 
donations, you must obtain a bank record or written 
acknowledgment from the recipient charity that specifies 

Note: The hypothetical examples are for illustrative purposes only. They 
are not intended to reflect an actual security’s performance. Investments 
involve risk and may result in a profit or a loss. Seeking higher rates of 
return involves higher risks.

401(k) PLANS
 401(k) plans are qualified retirement plans offered 

by thousands of employers. As a participating employee, 
you can contribute the maximum dollar amount allowed 
by law ($19,000 in 2019) or a maximum percentage of 
salary, as defined by the plan. Those age 50 or older can 
contribute an additional $6,000. You do not pay taxes on 
your contributions until you receive money from the plan, 
which is usually when you retire and may be paying taxes 
at a lower rate.

401(k) and Roth 401(k) Plans are excellent tax-
saving vehicles, especially if your employer matches your 
contributions because the matches are not income to you. 
No unrealized losses, even on after-tax contributions, are 
deductible. Know the rules of your 401(k). Many who 
leave their jobs take a cash distribution from their  
401(k)s rather than rolling the funds over. This can be 
a serious mistake. When leaving an employer it’s usually 
best to roll the 401(k) into a new employer’s plan or roll 
it into your own IRA.

If you roll over a lump-sum distribution to an IRA 
within 60 days, tax is deferred; if you do not, Federal, state 
and local taxes are due on the entire amount withdrawn, 
and possibly a 10% early-withdrawal penalty. There may 
be an exception to the 60-day rule in cases of hardship.

ROTH 401(k)s
 The Roth 401(k) combines the features of traditional 
401(k)s and Roth IRAs. It allows participants in a 
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Founded in 1998 by Stanford students Larry Page and Sergey 
Brin, the name originated from a misspelling of googol, which 
is the term 10100 (1 followed by 100 zeros), promoting the 
idea that the search engine yields very significant amounts 
of information. Google’s offshoot technologies are equally 
vast, and include Google Chrome, Google Docs, Google Maps, 
Google Earth, and Google Home voice assistant.
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in December 2017, the individual mandate that requires 
all Americans under 65 to have health insurance or pay 
an annual penalty, is repealed. Americans without health 
coverage in 2019 will not be subject to a tax penalty.

To help raise revenue, a Hospital Insurance tax rate 
of 0.9% will be assessed on earned income in excess of 
$200,000 for individuals and $250,000 for married 
couples filing jointly, as well as a 3.8% Medicare 
contributions tax on the lesser of net investment 
income or the excess of modified adjusted gross income 
(MAGI) over the same threshold amounts. Some trusts 
and estates will also be liable to pay this 3.8% tax. For 
tax years beginning after December 31, 2021, a 40% 
nondeductible excise tax will be imposed on high-cost,  
or “Cadillac,” health insurance plans.

TAX CREDITS & DEDUCTIONS
 Take advantage of every tax credit and deduction 
available to you. Credits, in particular, are valuable 
because they provide a dollar-for-dollar reduction of  
your tax bill.

Child Tax Credit — One of the most popular 
credits is the child tax credit, which is worth up to $2,000 
for each qualifying child under the age of 17 and up to 
$1,400 can be refundable. However, income limits apply; 
phase-outs start at $200,000 for single filers and $400,000 
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sponsoring employer’s traditional 401(k) plan to 
designate all or part of their elective salary deferrals to 
a Roth account. Although contributions are made with 
after-tax dollars (unlike traditional 401(k) contributions), 
earnings are tax free, provided you have held the account 
for five tax years and are at least 59½ years old.

Participants in traditional 401(k), 403(b), and 457(b) 
plans are permitted to roll over funds into Roth accounts 
within their plans, if available. Because contributions to 
traditional 401(k)s are made on a pre-tax basis, any funds 
transferred from traditional to Roth 401(k) accounts are 
taxed in the year of conversion.

2019 Contribution Limits
        Additional 
     Regular        Age 50     Maximum
401(k)s $19,000 $6,000 $25,000
IRAs $6,000 $1,000 $7,000

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS
 Generally, Social Security benefits are not taxed if 
they are the only income source for the year. If you have 
earned income or large investment income, up to 85% 
of benefits may be taxable depending on the amount of 
income and your filing status. Tax-exempt income also 
figures into the calculation of the taxability of benefits.

There is an earnings test for Social Security benefits for 
those under full retirement age: a charge of $1 for every 
$2 that income exceeds $17,640 in 2019. The test applies 
to each person, not to couples. In the year you reach your 
full retirement age, the charge is $1 for every $3 that your 
income exceeds $46,920 (until the month you reach full 
retirement age).

OTHER RETIREMENT 
CONSIDERATIONS

Federal taxation is uniform across the country but not 
so for state taxation. If you’re deciding where to live in 
retirement, consider the tax implications of a move. Take 
into account the state income tax rate, state taxation of 
retirement benefits and Social Security, state and local 
property taxes, state estate taxes, and state sales tax. These 
can vary widely from state to state and could have a 
measurable impact on retirees’ finances.
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Childhood friends Bill Gates and Paul Allen founded MicroSoft  
in 1975, after both dropped out of college. MicroSoft’s first 
major success was the operating system MS-DOS (1981), 
followed by the Windows operating system (1983). By 1986, 
Microsoft went public, making CEO Gates a billionaire at 31. 
In 2019, MicroSoft became the 3rd U.S. public company to 
be valued at over $1 trillion, following Apple and Amazon 
in 2018. Since 1994, Gates has donated an estimated 45.5 
billion dollars, changing lives worldwide.

MicroSoft
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Original law applied the kiddie tax to children under age 
14. This permitted children 14 and older to file their own 
returns, allowing their taxable investment income, such 
as dividends and interest, to be taxed at rates most likely 
lower than their parents’ top rates. 

Even with the bump up in age, there are steps you can 
take to plan around the kiddie tax. Consider shifting your 
children’s investments to tax-free securities, low-dividend 
growth stocks, or low-turnover mutual funds. A trust may 
also be an option. Be sure to consult your legal professional 
for specific guidance.

Medical Expenses — In general medical expenses 
exceeding 10%-of-AGI are deductible. 

Health Insurance — The Patient Protection  
Act, as amended by the Reconciliation Act, has brought  
a number of changes to the health insurance landscape 
in recent years. Since 2014, all uninsured U.S. citizens 
and legal residents were required to obtain health care 
coverage or pay a tax penalty. Qualifying coverage could 
be provided through employers or purchased through an 
insurance exchange. Federal coverage such as Medicare 
or Medicaid also qualified. Also, subsidies were provided 
on a sliding scale to individuals with lower to mid-level 
incomes. The subsidies were provided in the form of tax 
credits contingent upon one’s household income and the 
number of people in the household. However, starting 
in 2019, with the passing of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 

 f it has been a while since you dusted off your  
estate plan, now is the time to do so. Failing to 

plan your estate may increase your potential tax  
liability; it also forces the state courts to split up  
your assets, assign guardians for your children, and 
dictate all other details in handling your estate.  
Your involvement now is essential to your loved  
ones’ futures.

 With an Without an  
 Estate Plan Estate Plan
Your Assets You decide who Inheritance is   
 gets what determined by
  state law
Your Children You choose  The court   
 the guardian appoints
  a guardian
Your Inheritance You decide how Terms and   
 and when timing are set 
	 beneficiaries	 by	law 
 receive their  
 inheritance
Your Business You decide  Forced sale    
 how the family   or liquidation  
 business is to  may cause   
	 continue		 financial	loss
  and family
  hardship
Your Executor You decide who  The court  
 will manage  appoints
 your estate an executor
Your Final  You can reduce  Costs may   
Expenses estate settlement  add up     
 costs due to 
  administrative
  expenses and 
  unnecessary
  taxes 

Estate Planning

Benefits of Estate Planning

I

ES
TA

TE
 P

LA
N

N
IN

G

36

FIRST IN FLIGHT

Founded by Jeff Bezos in 1994, Amazon began as an online 
retailer of books and went on to sell just about everything.
Bezo’s customer-centric business model earned him Time 
Magazine’s Person of the Year in 1999, and dubbed him the 
“king of cybercommerce”. Although the company went public  
in 1997, it had yet to turn a profit, which did not happen  
until 2001. Fast forward to the last quarter of 2017, when  
the company reported 1.86 billion dollars of income. 



GETTING STARTED
 The trick to effective tax planning is taking advantage 
of the tax breaks that fit your particular situation. In order 
to maximize your savings and minimize your taxes, start 
by planning for both the short and long term. Here are 
some tips for making the most of your opportunities:

Changes to Exemptions — In 2018, the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act eliminated the deduction for personal 
and dependent exemptions. The new tax law almost 
doubled the previous standard deduction amounts 
and indexed them for inflation. In 2019, the standard 
deduction amounts increased to $12,200 for individuals, 
$24,400 for married filing jointly, and $18,350 for heads 
of households. These changes expire at the end of 2025 
unless Congress takes further action.

Plan around the Kiddie Tax — The Kiddie 
Tax was introduced years ago as a disincentive to parents 
and grandparents in high tax brackets to avoid taxes by 
shifting investments to children in lower tax brackets. 
Currently, unearned income over $2,200 for children 
under age 18 (age 19 if the child does not provide more 
than one half his/her own support or age 24 for full-time 
students) is taxed at the rates that apply to trusts and 
estates, not the parents’ top rates as it has in years past. 
The rates in 2019 are:
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Watch for Changes in Estate Tax Laws — 
The estate planning landscape has been marked by 

change and uncertainty in recent years. In 2019, there is 
a top tax rate of 40% and an exemption amount of $11.4 
million, or $22.8 million for married couples. 

It is easy to misjudge the size of your Federally taxable 
estate. It includes home equity, retirement accounts, foreign 
assets, and proceeds from life insurance. Many of your 
assets could pass outside your will through IRAs, qualified 
plans, and insurance proceeds, so a precise designation of 
beneficiaries is a crucial planning issue.

Early preparation is key to developing appropriate 
strategies to minimize potential estate taxes and ultimately 
maximize the amount transferred to your heirs. The  
estate tax exemption allows you to transfer $11.4 million 
to your children or other heirs tax free at death. (Bear in 
mind that an unlimited amount may be passed tax free 
to a spouse.) If you are married and your combined assets 
(including life insurance) surpasses $22.8 million, consider 
implementing advanced planning tools, such as trusts, to 
help minimize taxes.

Estate and Gift Tax Exemptions
Year       Estate Tax Exemption       Gift Tax Exemption
2018            $11,180,000                      $11,180,000
2019            $11,400,000                      $11,400,000

You may also want to consider a gifting strategy to 
gradually transfer assets to loved ones. However, it’s  
important to consider gift taxes. Under the 2010 Tax 
Relief Act, starting in 2011, the Federal gift tax was  
reunified with the estate tax. In 2019, there is a top  
tax rate of 40% and an exemption of $11.4 million.  
A gifting program can play a valuable role in your  
estate plan.

TRUSTS
Trusts have many features and variations: e.g., they can 

be established before or after you die. Trusts often used in 
estate planning include: living trusts, by-pass trusts, child 
trusts, QTIPS, and “wealth-replacement trusts.” Discuss 
with your advisor which option might be right for you.
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2019 Kiddie Tax Rates
            Up to $2,550 10%
 $2,551—$9,150 24%
 $9,151—$12,500 35%
 over $12,501 37%
 

Originally launched as AuctionWeb by 28-year-old programmer, 
Pierre Omidyar, Ebay would go on to change the way millions 
bid, buy and sell online. Today the site boasts 25 million  
sellers, 180 million active buyers, and 1.2 billion listings.



Tax Strategies for  
Individuals and Families

3

2019 INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RATES*
Regular Tax — Married, Filing Jointly or 
Surviving Spouse
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 19,400  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 19,401 – $ 78,950 $ 1,940 + 12% $ 19,400 
$ 78,951 – $ 168,400 $ 9,086 + 22% $ 78,950
$ 168,401 – $ 321,450 $ 28,765 + 24% $ 168,400
$ 321,451 – $ 408,200 $ 65,497 + 32% $ 321,400
$ 408,201 – $ 612,350 $ 93,257 + 35% $ 408,200 
$ 612,351 and above  $ 164,710 + 37% $ 612,350

Married, Filing Separately 
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 9,700  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 9,701  – $ 39,475 $ 970 + 12% $ 9,700 
$ 39,476  – $ 84,200 $ 4,543 + 22% $ 39,475
$ 84,201  – $ 160,725 $ 14,383 + 24% $ 84,200
$ 160,726  – $ 204,100 $ 32,749 + 32% $ 160,725
$ 204,101 –  $ 306,175 $ 46,629 + 35% $ 204,100 
$ 306,176 and above  $ 82,355 + 37% $ 306,175

Single
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 9,700  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 9,701  – $ 39,475 $ 970 + 12% $ 9,700 
$ 39,476  – $ 84,200 $ 4,543 + 22% $ 39,475
$ 84,201  – $ 160,725 $ 14,383 + 24% $ 84,200
$ 160,726  – $ 204,100 $ 32,749 + 32% $ 160,725
$ 204,101 –  $ 510,300 $ 46,629 + 35% $ 204,100 
$ 510,301 and above  $ 153,799 + 37% $ 510,300

Head of Household
If Taxable Income  Your Tax Is: Of Amount 
Is Between:  Over:
$ 0 – $ 13,850  ................... 10% $ 0
$ 13,851  – $ 52,850 $ 1,385 + 12% $ 13,850 
$ 52,851  – $ 84,200 $ 6,065 + 22% $ 52,850
$ 84,201 – $ 160,700 $ 12,962 + 24% $ 84,200
$ 160,701  – $ 204,100 $ 31,322 + 32% $ 160,700
$ 204,101 – $ 510,300 $ 45,210 + 35% $ 204,100 
$ 510,301 and above  $ 152,380 + 37% $ 510,300

2019 Qualified Dividend Income 15%* (0% for lower tax brackets)
*Individuals in the top tax bracket will pay 23.8% (20% plus a 3.8% Medicare surtax).
Note: Tax amounts have been rounded up to nearest dollar.

BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS
Your provisions in a will do not necessarily supercede 

or trump the beneficiary designations you make in trust 
agreements, insurance policies, bonds, bank accounts and 
retirement and profit-sharing plans, which can represent 
most of an estate. These may trump a will, so keep them 
up to date. Better yet, make sure your will and such 
designations agree. Don’t name your child as beneficiary  
if your spouse will need the money. These are critical issues 
to keep in mind.

Gifting Benefits

  • Post-gift appreciation escapes the estate tax. 

  • To the extent of the $15,000/$30,000 per donee, 
  per year annual exclusion, no transfer tax is  
  ever imposed. 
 • Gift tax paid reduces your taxable estate.  
  (Limited exceptions apply.)
 • Income or appreciation is taxed to lower tax 
  bracket donees.   

ESTATE PLANNING STRATEGIES
l “Gifting” is a great way to gradually transfer your estate  
 and ultimately minimize your estate tax burden. Each  
 year, you may make gifts of $15,000 to as many   
 recipients as you wish, tax free. If you and your spouse  
 “split” gifts, then as much as $30,000 may be given to  
 an unlimited number of recipients tax free.

l If you own stock temporarily depressed in value but 
 with high appreciation potential, consider giving it  
 to your children now. The gift tax impact (determined  
 by the fair market value on the date of gift) may be  
 reduced. When the stock price recovers, you can 
 enjoy a second benefit—the increase in value does  
 not increase your estate tax base. 
l If you would like to make a gift to a grand child  
 (or anyone else) and not be limited by the annual 
 exclusion amount, you can make a direct payment  
 to the providers for education (tuition only) and 
 medical expenses. Gifts of this nature do not count 
 toward the annual limit. You can also exclude gifts 
 of tuition or medical payments made now for future 
 services.
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Here are the tax rates and income brackets for 2019:
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The Current Tax Climate
 
  fter the passing of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
 in December 2017 (TCJA), which was the 
most significant set of changes to the U.S. tax code 
in 30 years, 2019 is a relatively stable year for tax 
changes. The large majority of the TCJA changes 
went into effect for the 2018 tax year (for returns 
filed in the spring of 2019). As a recap, the TCJA 
legislation cut the top corporate tax rate to 21%, 
lowered the top marginal rate for individual tax 
payers to 37%, eliminated or scaled back several 
deductions, reduced taxes on business income 
earned by pass-through businesses, doubled the 
estate tax exemption, and enhanced immediate 
expensing of capital investments. Apart from  
these changes introduced in 2018, here are some 
2019 highlights:
  There continue to be seven tax brackets in 
2019, a change from five was made in 2018. For 
individuals the top tax rate of 37% applies to those 
with taxable income of $510,301 in 2019, up from 
$500,001 in 2018, and $612,351 in 2019, up from 
$600,001 in 2018. Standard deduction for heads of 
household will increase $350 to $18,350 in 2019. 
Estates will have an exemption of $11,400,000 in 
2019, up $220,000 from 2018.
 Starting in 2019, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
individual mandate is repealed. There will no longer 
be a penalty payment on individual taxpayers who 
do not have health insurance.
  In 2019, the maximum amount workers can 
contribute to their 401(k) rose $500 from 2018. 
The amount is $19,000 ($25,000 for workers over 
age 50 in 2019). IRA amounts rose $500 to $6,000 
($7,000 for those over age 50).
 Given the changing nature of tax law and the 
complexity of our tax rules, planning is essential. 
We can help keep you informed of legislative action 
that may affect your tax situation and develop tax-
efficient strategies for you.

A
l If you wish to make gifts of more than $1 million,  
 consider transferring funds in exchange for an  
 installment note. Proceeds from the note can be  
 distributed to the obligors at death and be sheltered  
 by the estate tax exemption. 
l	 If you are married, be sure to understand the  
 portability provision under the 2010 Tax Relief Act, 
 which was made permanent for 2013 and beyond by 
 the American Taxpayer Relief Act. It allows the estate 
 tax exemption to be transferred between spouses. 
 For estate planning purposes, this means that  
 husbands and wives do not have to split assets  
 between them, or be concerned about who holds  
 the title on various assets.  

 Yet, these changes to the estate tax do not eliminate 
 the need for planning. Wealthy taxpayers who  
 currently fall within the exemption limits may still 
 want to consider setting up a bypass trust. In addition, 
 couples with different sets of final beneficiaries, such 
 as children from previous marriages, may wish to set 
 up a bypass trust in order to clarify the beneficiaries 
 of their separate assets.

l In light of ever-changing tax laws, it is important to  
 review your estate conservation strategies. We can help  
 you develop appropriate strategies for your situation.
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  • Transfer control according to your wishes.
  • Carry out the succession of your business in  
   an orderly fashion.
  • Minimize the tax liability for you and your heirs.
  • Provide economic well-being for you and your
   family when you retire.

SUCCESSION PLANNING
 If you have spent the greater part of your life building 
a profitable business, implement a business succession 
plan. At a minimum, a good plan can help you 
accomplish the following: 

 Set up a trust to own life insurance so that the value of 
 the policy can be excluded from your taxable estate. 

More Tax-Saving Strategies



ACT NOW
Early planning is key to making the most of your 

opportunities, especially considering the changing  
tax laws. We are here to help you reduce your current  
tax bill and plan for the future. Contact us when  
planning transactions and before year-end. We will keep 
you up-to-date.

Here are some ideas for  
succession planning:

l Gift stock to family members now so ownership 
 can be transferred without incurring unnecessary   
 transfer taxes.

l Employ a buy-sell agreement that values your 
 business for estate tax purposes. An effective 
 agreement provides estate tax liquidity and 
 provides your successors with the means to 
 acquire your stock.

l Create an employee stock ownership plan (ESOP)  
 and sell your stock to the plan. You can “roll over”  
 the sale proceeds into other investments tax 
 free, ownership can be transferred to your 
 employees over time, and your business can 
 obtain income tax deductions for the plan   
 contributions. 

l Take advantage of the estate tax installment   
 payment option. It allows you to pay the portion 
 of your estate tax attributable to inclusion of your 
 closely held business interest over a period of up 
 to 14 years. Artificially low interest rates apply 
 during the tax-deferral period. Other special rules 
 may apply.

Be advised that this information was not intended 
or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the 
purposes of avoiding tax-related penalties or for 
promoting, marketing, or recommending to another 
party any tax-related matters addressed herein. 
This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information 
and is distributed with the understanding that legal, tax, accounting, and financial 
planning issues have been checked with resources believed reliable. Some 
material may be affected by changes in law or in the interpretation of such laws. 
Do not use the information in this guide in place of personalized professional 
assistance. Copyright 2019.
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Tax Planning Guide

The Ever Changing World of Business & Technology

In less than a few decades, technology has changed the 
world to such a large extent that in many respects industries 
and businesses that were American staples are virtually 
unrecognizable or, even more striking, no longer in business. In 
their place is a vast and amazing array of new companies that 
rely exclusively on artificial intelligence, blockchain, and web 
technology. And while Gen X’ers and Millennials feel extremely 
relaxed navigating their way through apps and complicated 
software, Baby Boomers are far less happy as they frequently 
struggle to learn how to make their devices more user friendly 
and simple to use.  

In our current Tax Planning Guide we attempt to share how the 
juggernauts of technology and business have changed how 
society functions and interacts at work, at home, and at play. 
Companies like Facebook, Amazon, and Google have become 
absolutely essential to maintaining relationships, purchasing 
products and services, and searching for whatever we need or 
want. Playwright Paddy Chayefsky, in his 1976 film Network, 
had the character Jensen saying to Mr. Beale “…all necessities 
provided, all anxieties tranquilized, and all boredom amused.” 
And here we are over 40 years later in 2019 witnessing those 
very predictions. 
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